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Preface 
 
 
Recreation, parks and open spaces are important to the residents of the Caro area.  Recognizing this 
concern, community officials have led an effort to develop a Parks and Recreation Plan aimed at 
improving and developing Caro’s recreational resources. 
 
Broadly speaking, Caro officials intend to use this plan to guide their work on all future recreational 
and parks projects within the community.  It is also a strategic document that articulates specific 
goals for various agencies and organizations that may fund local recreational and park improvement 
projects.  In accordance with the State recommended five-year cycle for recreational planning, this 
updated plan covers the five-year period 2010-2014.  Specifically, this plan is developed in 
accordance with the guidelines for Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan 
published by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 
 
This document is intended to serve as a guide in the planning for future park and recreation 
opportunities, services and implementation.  Population shifts, new development, and changing 
attitudes towards leisure have added additional pressures to the community’s existing parks and 
recreation system, thus increasing the need for both short and long term range planning.  
Recommendations such as land acquisition, and facility expansions and construction, and even the 
design of a neighborhood park improvement, will require additional study or involvement of 
residents in order to address the site-specific details.  This plan lays the foundation for which these 
activities can build upon. 
 
Implementation strategies are identified over the next five years, at which time the plan will again 
be updated.  The delineation of these improvements will aid Caro in grant solicitation from the 
DNR and long range capital improvement budgeting.  Additionally, during the next five years, it is 
important for the community to reference the plan and make appropriate priority adjustments as 
conditions change and funding opportunities arise. 
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I.   Community Description 
 

The City of Caro is located near the geographic center of Tuscola County in the “Thumb” Region of 
Michigan.  It contains approximately 2.4 square miles and is accessible via M-24 from the north and 
south and M-81 from the east and west. 
 
The plan covers all aspects of recreation for the greater Caro community.  The service area is 
considered to be that of the City of Caro and the townships of Almer, Fairgrove, Ellington, 
Indianfields, Juniata, and Wells – all of which encompasses 211 square miles and have a population 
of 15,530.   
 
Caro is an attractive small town in a rural setting where its residents enjoy quality schools, 
neighborhoods and health care services.  Due in large part to Caro being the county seat, they are 
the largest community and school district in Tuscola County.  Furthermore, when compared to 
Huron and Sanilac Counties they rank second only to the Croswell-Lexington School District. 
 
According to the July 2008 population estimate, Caro had 4,020 residents.  This is a change of 240 
from the 2000 census when the population stood at 4,260 – a 6% decrease.  Whereas the population 
of the service area was at 16,087 in 2000 and 15,530 in 2009 - thus reflecting a decrease of 3.5%. 
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II.   Administrative Structure  
 
 
City Council, Parks & Recreation Committee, Staff 
 
Caro is organized as a Home Rule City in the State of Michigan. (Effective November 5, 2009.)  
The City Council is comprised of a Mayor and six council members.  Day-to-day operations of the 
City are handled by a City Manager.  The City Manager delegates parks and recreation operations to 
the Parks and Recreation Director.  The Mayor, with City Council approval, appoints the Caro 
Parks and Recreation Committee (PRC) and is comprised of representatives that must reside within 
the Caro School District.  Two of those members have specific requirements: 

·  A member of Caro Community Schools as appointed by the Caro Board of Education 
·  A member of the Caro City Council as appointed by the Mayor  

 
The Parks and Recreation Committee is enabled by PA 156 of 1917, the Recreation and 
Playgrounds Act.  The PRC serves in an advisory capacity to the Caro City Council and the Parks 
and Recreation Director. (See Figure 1.)  They advise Council on policy, park improvements and 
other issues as they arise or are assigned by Council.  The PRC meets monthly and the public is 
welcome to attend all meetings.  
 
Within the Parks & Recreation Department, the Director hires seasonal employees to assist with 
programming and maintenance.  The Parks and Recreation Director is responsible for planning, 
promoting and implementing recreation programs; staying current with industry standards, regional 
providers and grant opportunities; coordinating with Department of Public Works personnel 
regarding park maintenance and improvements; and communicating with the Parks and Recreation 
Committee, City Council, other recreation providers/advocates and the general public.  The Parks 
and Recreation Director reports directly to the City Manager.  The Director establishes, prepares 
and provides the agenda to the Parks and Recreation Committee for their monthly meetings.  The 
Department of Public Works provides grass mowing and other maintenance as needed. 
 
 

 
Figure 1 – Organizational Chart for Parks and Recreation in Caro 
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Budget 
 
The past, current and estimated projected budgets for the Caro Parks and Recreation Department is 
listed below. (See Figure 2.)  Note the large capital expenditure in 2008-09 of $19,010 was for 
resurfacing and painting the tennis courts at Bieth Park. 
 

Caro Parks and Recreation Budgets 

     2008-09     2009-10      2010-11 

Operations & Maintenance $ 97,428.95 $ 95,486.50  $100,000.00 

Programming $ 19,865.23 $  33,359.50 $ 35,000.00 

Capital Expenditures $ 19,010.20        $   7,500.00 $ 20,000.00 

Total Budget $136,304.28  $135,346.00 $155,000.00 
Figure 2 – Past, current and projected budgets for Parks and Recreation 
 
 
Funding Sources 
 
Parks and Recreation relies mainly upon the City’s general fund as its primary funding source; 
although it does collect user fees from recreational programming.  Other sources of revenue include 
grants and donations.  The City will regularly seek additional sources of funding for facilities, 
programs and projects when applicable and sensible.  Occasionally individual or business donations 
are received for specific initiatives.  (Another possibility is that of creating a Caro Area Parks and 
Recreation Authority whereas a mileage could be levied within the Authority’s boundaries.  That 
concept would most likely be best for the Caro community and should seriously be studied and 
pursued in the coming years.) 
 
 
Purpose & Role of Partnerships 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department works closely with many groups and organizations in order 
to serve the community to its fullest.  Even if an organization provides recreational/athletic 
programs of their own, it is the role of Parks and Recreation to assist and support those efforts for 
the purpose of providing the community with the greatest enjoyment and gratification from their 
recreational experiences - no matter who the provider is. 
 
 
Partners 
 

·  Caro Community Schools 
The City and Caro Community Schools (Community Education Department and Athletics 
Department) have an excellent rapport and work closely together for the purpose of sharing 
facilities, conducting athletic events, running youth sports camps and organizing other programs 
and special events. 
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Partners (continued) 
 

·  Caro Senior Shuffleboard Club 
Parks & Recreation partners with the Club to instruct the basics of outdoor shuffleboard to 
participants who desire to learn.  Another component of the ongoing relationship with the Club is 
the sharing of maintenance and improvement costs on the courts and associated structures. 
 

·  Western Thumb Women’s Softball League and Caro Area Church League 
The Recreation Department and the adult softball leagues work together by way of coordinated use 
of City owned fields.  The City preps the fields for practices and games as needed. 
 

·  Human Development Commission (Tuscola County) 
Parks & Recreation and the Human Development Commission (HDC) work together to offer 
various programs such as the MRPA and Blue Cross Blue Shield’s Walk Michigan Program, the 
annual 5K Run & Walk, and others.  The HDC’s Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
volunteers monitors the morning and evening sessions and tracks participation numbers for Walk 
Michigan and helps with registrations/check-in for the 5K Run & Walk.  
 

·  Cass City Parks & Recreation 
The Caro and Cass City Parks and Recreation Departments partner together to offer regional 
offerings to our respective communities.  Programming will or may include trips, youth activities, 
MRPA programs and possibly certain tournaments.  (It is possible that Reese Parks and Recreation 
may be included as well.) 
 

·  Tuscola County Fair Board 
The City and Fair Board work together to manage and maintain the fairgrounds throughout the 
summer months. 
 

·  Caro Area Trails Systems Committee 
The Parks and Recreation Department and Caro Area Trails Systems Committee work together to 
promote and advance a trails system in the community and region.  They also work together to host 
the annual 5K Run & Walk and have worked together to organize and promote an annual festival at 
Chippewa Landing Park.    
 

·  Caro Chamber of Commerce 
The Caro Chamber of Commerce and Parks and Recreation have partnered together to develop and 
maintain an internet-based community-wide events calendar.  Both entities worked together to bring 
the idea to reality.  They also both co-host an annual meeting for the more than 75 organizations 
that function in the community for the purpose of discussing how better to work together and 
promote Caro.  The City also assists the Chamber with hosting their various festivities. 
 

·  Caro Exchange Club 
The Exchange Club leases a large section (35 acres) of heavily wooded property from the City and 
owns another 10 acres.  Parks and Recreation works with and supports the efforts of the 
organization.  The Exchange Club promotes the use of the property for walking, wildlife viewing 
and outdoor education.  Several area school teachers have taken outdoor education training sessions 
at the Exchange Club Forest to prepare for leading school classes through forest ecology and 
environmental education lessons.  Local Boy and Girl Scouts have completed Eagle Scout and Gold 
Award projects at the forest. 



������������	���
����
�������������� 
������
 

Partners (continued) 
 

·  Cass River Greenway Planning Committee 
The City works with the City of Frankenmuth, Tuscola Township, City of Vassar, Vassar Township 
and Village of Cass City by way of laying plans to promote and develop a water trail, bike trails, 
wildlife habitat and complete a natural lands inventory along the Cass River.  (It is hopeful future 
relationships will be formed with and include the following townships: Juniata, Indianfields, Almer, 
Wells and Ellington.) 
Partners (continued) 
 

·  Caro Baseball Federation 
The Caro Baseball Federation (CBF) communicates through the City and Township Parks and 
Recreation departments, as well as through the Caro school system.  The CBF uses and maintains 
the Knights of Columbus (K of C) Ball Diamond Complex.  Parks and Recreation assists and 
supports the organization any way it can.  (The CBF organizes baseball and softball leagues for 
boys and girls ages 4 – 16.  In 2009 there were approximately 430 participants.) 
 

·  Caro American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) 
The Caro AYSO program utilizes, programs and maintains soccer fields at Almer Township’s 
Darbee Farm Park.  The City supports the organization any way it can.  (Caro AYSO operates youth 
soccer leagues for ages 4 – 15.  In 2009 approximately 415 took part in the program.) 

·  Caro Gun Club (Tuscola County Conversation Club) 
The Gun Club leases 40 acres of property from the City.  The City supports the organization’s 
activities and trainings.  

 
·  Caro Golf Club and Arrowhead Golf Club 

Both golf clubs allows use of their courses to the Parks & Recreation Department for instructional 
golf programs; including use of carts for staff. 
 

·  Music in the Park 
The City takes the lead in having a coordinator plan and schedule weekly music performances for 
the “Music in the Park” series at Atwood Park during the summer.  The program is co-sponsored by 
Caro Parks & Recreation, Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Development Authority. 

 
·  Community Support 

Caro Parks and Recreation is fortunate in that it receives support from many area businesses 
throughout the year for the various programs it offers.  As an example, in early summer the 
Department runs an annual 5K Run & Walk whereas more than 20 businesses provide more than 35 
door prizes to be given away to participants.  Prizes range from a free ice cream cone to a dinner for 
four at a local restaurant or from a family fun package at the local theatre to a free round of golf for 
four with cart at a local golf course.  
 

·  Indianfields Township and Almer Township 
The City has ongoing communications with both Townships.  It is believed by many that future 
conversations and plans need to include the formation of a Caro Area Parks and Recreation 
Authority.  The topic has been discussed briefly. 
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Partners (continued) 
 

·  Tuscola Technology Center / Tuscola Intermediate School District 
Parks and Recreation partners with the Tech Center often throughout the year.  Anything from 
utilizing/sharing programs and buildings to having students actually work on advertising and 
marketing projects to having construction trade classes do work in our parks by building storage 
facilities and refurbishing facilities that need a facelift or a new roof.   
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III.   Recreation and Resource Inventories 
 
 
In order to plan for parks and recreation in the future, we need to examine the types of facilities that 
currently exist in the broader community – the Caro School District.  (Private sector recreational 
providers have also been included.)  It is also helpful to compare existing facilities to various 
standards as one measure of the adequacy of the park and recreation facilities in the community.  
The inventory was completed by updating the inventory from the previous plan.  Each site was 
visited and evaluated by staff and members from the City Council, Parks & Recreation Committee 
and Caro Area Trails Systems Committee.  Facility conditions, site access, and general 
conformance with guidelines found in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) were also 
reviewed and evaluated. 
 
The Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Open Space from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) defines eight types of parks that are applicable to Caro. 
 
Park Types 
 
A Mini-Park  is less than one acre in size and is less than ¼ mile from a residential setting.  It is 
used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs.  Neighborhood Parks are generally 5 
– 10 acres in size and they serve as the recreation and social focus of a neighborhood.  Their service 
area is generally ¼ to ½ mile. (Typical facilities include open grass areas for active and passive use, 
playground equipment, picnic areas, trails/pathways, and outdoor sports courts.)    School-Parks 
can combine parks with school sites to help meet the recreational space needs for the community. 
(School playgrounds/sports facility sites are included in this category.)  Community Parks serve a 
broader purpose than Neighborhood Parks.  These parks serve a large part of the community and 
require support facilities like parking and restrooms.  Typically may include picnic shelters/tables, 
sports fields/courts, playground equipment, and trails.  Large Urban Park serves a broader purpose 
than a community park – usually serves the entire community.  Usually focuses on meeting 
recreational needs, as well as preserving unique resources, landscapes and open spaces.  A Special 
Use facility is oriented toward single-use use.  Specific uses may be based on unique features, 
dedicated use, garden areas or historical significance.  A Natural Resource Area is land set aside 
for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant landscapes, open spaces, and visual 
aesthetics/buffering.  Park Trails is a multi-purpose trail located within parks and natural resources 
with the focus being on recreational value. 
 
Public Parks Inventory 
 

MINI-PARKS  

 
Size:   1.5 acres of open space   
Service Area:   Residential neighborhood – however, parcel sees little to no use 
Accessibility:   NA 
Notes:    
-Replace park sign to reflect new uniform signage 
-Investigate land use restrictions, if any 

Williamsburg Park , City of Caro (Williamsburg Subdivision) 
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MINI-PARKS (continued) 
 

 
Size:    1.5 acres open space 
Service Area:   Residential neighborhood – however, parcel sees little to no use 
Accessibility:   NA 
Notes:    
-Replace park sign to reflect new uniform signage 
-Investigate land use restrictions, if any   
 
 

 
Size:   Approximately 0.75 acre  
Service Area:  Due to the summer “Music in the Park” series, the 
service area is greatly increased to that of the Caro school district  
Accessibility:   3   
Existing Facilities:  Gazebo and separate areas each containing a 
park bench, brick pavers, trash receptacle and landscaping.  The 
park was designed and developed for passive use.  Musicians 
perform weekly during the summer as part of the “Music in the 
Park” series.   

Notes:    
- Maintain facilities/amenities on site 
-Remove existing guardrails on east side of park, replace with new leaving space for walkways 
from parking lot 
-Add handicap accessible picnic tables 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 

 
Size:   1.5 acres  
Service Area:   Residential neighborhood 
Accessibility:   2 
Recreational Amenities:  Ball diamond, soccer nets, swings, picnic table, open space 
Notes: 
-Replace park sign to reflect new uniform signage 
- Maintain facilities/amenities on site 
-Add park benches and more picnic tables 
-Replace backstop 
 

Colonial Park, City of Caro (East of Williamsburg Subdivision) 

Northwood Heights Park, City of Caro (Northwood Heights Subdivision) 

Atwood Park, City of Caro (Downtown) 
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SCHOOL-PARK 

 
Size:   2 acres 
Service Area:   Caro school district during days of operation; City quadrant/neighborhood late 
afternoons, evenings and summers 
Accessibility:   3 
Recreational Amenities:   4 basketball courts, 2 softball fields, 1 soccer field, open space 
 

 
Size:   1.5 acres 
Service Area:   Caro school district during days of operation; City quadrant/neighborhood late 
afternoons, evenings and summers 
Accessibility:   3 
Recreational Amenities:   6 basketball courts, 1 soccer field, playground equipment, park benches, 
picnic tables, bleachers, open space 
 

 
Size:   1 acre 
Service Area:   Caro school district during days of operation 
Accessibility:   3 
Recreational Amenities:   Picnic tables, park benches, open space 
 
 

Size:   7 acres 
Service Area:   Caro school district  
Accessibility:   3 
Recreational/Athletic Amenities - Outdoor:  Baseball diamond, softball diamond, football field, 
track, restrooms, park benches, picnic tables, open space, olympic size pool 
Notes:    
-Add/construct new tennis courts 
-Add/construct new ball diamonds  
 

 
Size:   2 acres 
Service Area:   Highland Pines students  
Accessibility:   4 
Recreational/Athletic Amenities:   Playground equipment, sports field, play areas, open space 

McComb Elementary School, Caro Community Schools 

Schall Elementary School, Caro Community Schools 

Caro Middle School, Caro Community Schools  

Caro High School, Caro Community Schools 
 

Highland Pines School, Tuscola Intermediate School District 
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COMMUNITY PARKS 

 
Size:   20 acres 
Service Area:  Caro school district 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational/Athletic Amenities:   5 tennis courts, 3 basketball 
courts, 4 shuffleboard courts, 4 horseshoe pits, 2 ball diamonds, 
playground equipment, 2 pavilions, picnic tables/areas, restrooms, 
recreation/arts & crafts building, park benches, open space 
Notes:    
-Develop park development master plan (Define/establish park 
identity and boundaries) 
-Add park signage to reflect new uniform signage 
-Replace and move restrooms 
-Maintain facilities/amenities on site 
-Replace and move horseshoes pits 
-Add parking near pavilion 
-Add playground equipment  
-Replace basketball courts 
-Add more picnic areas / tables 
-Repair fencing on tennis and basketball courts and park perimeter 
-Replace/refurbish shuffleboard storage facility and player awnings 
-Add walking/bike trails to connect to other parks, schools and trails 
-Vacate existing ball diamonds (construct new at better location?) 
-Construct multi-purpose recreation facility (or at better location?) 
-Construct/install Splash Park/SplashPad (or at better location?) 
-Add Disc Golf Course (or at better location?) 
Grants Received: 
26-00932;  Bieth Park (1977 LWCF Grant, $17,633) 
Included tennis court fencing and lighting, ball field lighting, play ground equipment, bleachers and 
plaque. 
Status: Tennis court fencing and lighting are intact but have deteriorated.  Some of the light timers 
are no longer working.  Tennis courts were resurfaced in 2008.  However some are already cracking 
again and thus a larger problem looms.  Ball field lighting is still functioning.  Light poles need to 
be painted; will probably be completed in 2011.  Play equipment has been replaced but remains in 
the same general area.  LWCF plaque hangs on the chain-link fence gate near the shuffleboard 
courts. 
 
 

Size:  Approximately 40 acres 
Service Area:  Almer Township and City 
Accessibility:   3 
Recreational Amenities:   Basketball court, sand volleyball court, baseball diamond, 10 soccer 
fields, horseshoe pits, playground equipment, 2 pavilions, picnic tables/areas, restrooms, trail 
through wooded acreage 

Bieth Park, City of Caro 

Darbee Farm Park, Almer Township 
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COMMUNITY PARKS (continued) 

 
Size:   16 acres 
Service Area:  Caro school district/Tuscola County 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational Amenities:   Boat launch/dock, fishing dock, 2 
pavilions, picnic tables/areas, playground equipment, sledding 
hill, totem pole, pond with fountain, park benches, 20” raised 
barbeque pit, 1.1mile linear walking trail – includes pedestrian 
bridge over Cass Rive providing access to north side of river 
and access to wildlife habitat 
Notes:    
-Develop park development master plan (Include developing plans for former water plant) 
-Add park signage to reflect new uniform signage 
-Maintain facilities/amenities on site 
-Develop handicapped accessible canoe landing as part of Cass River Greenway Water trail 
-Improve / enlarge restrooms 
-Add parking 
-Add/replace playground equipment  
-Add lighting and warming house for sledding hill 
-Add walking/bike trails to connect with other parks, schools and trails 
-Complete second phase of Chippewa Park Trail (.35 miles) from Columbia Street to Frank Street 
-Construct under / overpass for M-24 connecting Park and Exchange Club Forest                                                    
Grants Received: 
TF02-165;  Chippewa Landing Park and Trail Improvements (2002 MNRTF Grant, $369,400) 
Included pedestrian bridge over Cass River, shore stabilization, fishing decks, restrooms, utilities, 
trail head and boat launch paving, landscaping, and park sign.  Status:  Completed 2007. 
 
26-01237;  Chippewa Landing Park (1981 LWCF Grant, $14,096)  
Included construction/installation of pavilion, picnic and play ground equipment.  Status:  Pavilion 
is in good shape.  Playground equipment is showing its age. 

 
LARGE URBAN PARKS 

 
Size:  67 acres      
Service Area:  School District 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational Amenities:   Softball field, sand volleyball court, 4 
pavilions, picnic tables/areas, 4 horseshoe pits, playground 
equipment, nature center, master gardener garden, trail system, 
wetland boardwalk, 2-track to Cass River, restrooms  (State Game 
Area adjacent) 
Notes: 
-Improve restrooms 

Chippewa Landing Park, City of Caro 

Indianfields Township Park, Indianfields Township 
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SPECIAL USE PARKS 
 

 
Size:   Approximately 20 acres 
Service Area:  Tuscola County and beyond 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Existing Facilities:  Grandstand, horse racing track, horse stables and 
show arena, pavilions and various buildings for shows and gatherings 
(livestock barns, merchants building, fairground office, exhibition 
buildings), the “Lion’s Den” concession building, and restrooms.  

 
 

 
 
Size:   40 acres 
Service Area:   Tuscola County 
Accessibility:   2 
 
 

 
Size:  8 acres      
Service Area:  Caro school district 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational Amenities:  7 ball fields, concession stand/storage facility, restrooms.  (Maintained 
and programmed by Caro Baseball Federation.) 
 
 

 
Noble Boulder Garden:  0.25 acre with annuals, perennials, shrubs, bench and commemorative 
plaque 
 
Memorial Gardens:   0.5 acre with annuals, perennials and retaining wall etched signage 
 
Botanical Gardens:   approximately 1 acre with annuals, perennials, shrubs 
 
Gardens are planted with annuals and perennials and are maintained each year by the Caro Garden 
Club with DPW assistance.  These areas are for passive use, beautification, and welcoming 
residents and visitors to the City. 

Tuscola County Fairgrounds, leased by Tuscola County Fair Board from City of Caro 

Knights of Columbus Ball Diamond Complex, leased by Caro Baseball Federation 

Noble Boulder Garden, Memorial Gardens, Botanical Gardens, City of Caro 
 

Caro Gun Club, leased by Tuscola County Conversation Club from City of Caro 
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NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS 

 
Size:  45 acres      
Service Area:  Tuscola County and beyond 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational Amenities:   Walking trails, board walks, benches, 
natural habitat / wildlife viewings, bird and tree identification signs, 
outdoor education/training/classes on forest ecology and 
environmental education. 
Notes:    
-Purchase additional property along M-24 south of Chippewa Landing Park 
-Develop connectivity from Chippewa Landing Park to Exchange Club Forest preferably via 
under/overpass of M-24.  If not feasible, install identified/marked crossing. 
- Install group training/lecture benches. 
-Set back Michigan Sugar access gate between north and south ponds to allow bird viewing of 
entire south pond.  This would allow development of bird migration events in conjunction with 
Michigan Audubon Society. 
-Create simple loop trail (with handicap accessibility) from Chippewa Landing Park into 10 acres to 
south through potential property to be bought found between Exchanges 10 areas and Chippewa 
Landing on west side of M-24.  

 
PARK TRAILS – TYPE I & II  

 
Size:   1.1 miles (Phase 1) 
Service Area:   Caro school district 
Accessibility:   2.5 
Recreational Amenities/Features:  Boardwalk linear trail along M-24; connects with the hard 
surface trail through Chippewa Landing Park; proceeds over the Cass River via pedestrian bridge; 
proceeds to Columbia Street; returns to M-24 via Columbia Street.   
Notes: 
-Complete Phase 2 of planned trail (.35 miles)   
-Complete additional phases that are envisioned to network through the Caro area and beyond, with 
linkages throughout Tuscola County.  Long-term goals of a trail network are to provide structure 
(trails) for recreation, and to link with other parks, recreation areas and communities. 
 
 
Note:  The Tuscola County master plan encourages development for recreation and 
tourism.  Its vision statement recognized the need for parks and recreation spaces, 
including the “protection and development of greenways.”  Future zoning changes 
should encourage appropriate use of existing recreation areas, as well as 
acquisition and utilization of green space for recreation. 

 

Caro Exchange Club Forest, leased by Caro Exchange Club from City of Caro 

Chippewa Landing Park Trail , City of Caro 
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Comments
City Parks / Facilities
Williamsburg Park 1.5 MP 2 Undeveloped open space
Colonial Park 1.5 MP 2 Undeveloped open space
Atwood Park 0.75 MP 3 Gazeebo, park benches
Northwood Heights Park 1.5 NP 2 1 Y Y Pinic table
Bieth Park 20 CP 2.5 2 2 5 4 Y 2 2 1 4 Shuffeboard Cts
Chippewa Landing Park 16 CP 2.5 Y Y 2 2 Y 1 Y Sled Hill, BBQ Pit, fishing decks

Noble Boulder Garden 0.25 SUP 2
Memorial Gardens 0.5 SUP 2
Botanical Gardens 1 SUP 2
Chippewa Landing Park Trail PT 2.5 Y 1.1 miles

School Facilities
McComb Elementary 2 SP 3 2 2 1 1 Y
Schall Elementary 1.5 SP 3 3 1 1
Caro Middle School 1 SP 3 Y
Highland Pines School 2 SP 4 1 2
Caro High School 7 SP 3 2 1 1 1 Indoor pool

Other Local Recreation
Tuscola County Fairgrounds 20 SUP 3 1 3 Horse Track, Stable, Show Arenas

K of C Ball Diamond Complex 8 SUP 3 7 1 Concession Stand, Picnic Tables

Indianfields Township Pk 67 LUP 2.5 1 4 Y Y Y 3 4 2 Y Volleyball Ct
Darbee Farm Park 40 CP 3 1 1 10 2 Y Y 1 2 1 Y Volleyball Ct
Caro Exchange Club Forest 45 NRA 2 Y Natural Habitat, 1.5 mile trail
Caro Gun Club 40 SUP 2.5

*  MP=Mini Park; NP=Neighborhood Park; SP=School Park; CP=Communty Park; LUP=Large Urban Park; SUP=Special Use Park; NRA=National Resources Area; PT=Park Trail

** See page 12 for accessibility explanation
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City of Caro 

Bieth Park Site Map 
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City of Caro  
Chippewa Landing Park Site Map 
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Accessibility Assessment 
 
Creating a park system that is safe, accessible and usable to all individuals within the community, 
including those with disabilities, is essential.  A grading system (See figure 3) has been developed 
by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to easily identify those parks and 
facilities which are most, and least, handicap accessible and usable, based on ADA guidelines.  The 
following accessibility grading system uses a five (5) point system ranging from one (1), none of 
the facilities/park areas meet and the accessibility guidelines, to five (5), and the entire park was 
developed /renovated using the principals of universal design. 
 
An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Caro’s parks was conducted 
during the fall of 2009.  The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of each park in regards to 
access and circulation in relation to the park facilities.  As noted in the inventory listing, most of the 
parks do not meet all criteria for handicap accessibility. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Figure 3 – Explains the Accessibility Grade that is given to each park in the 
          Recreation Inventory shown on page 16 . 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee will continue its efforts towards improving accessibility at 
each of the parks when improvements are made.  This includes accessible parking, paths, restrooms, 
activity areas, amenities, and signage. 
 
 
OTHER RECREATION FACILITIES INVENTORY 
 
Privately Owned 

·  Arrowhead Golf Course; privately owned, 18-hole course, public is welcome 
·  Caro Golf Club; privately owned, 9-hole course, public is welcome 
·  Brentwood Lanes; privately owned; public is welcome 
·  Graham Field; privately owned, ball leagues use the diamond during the summer months 

 

MDNR Accessibility Grading System 
For Parks and Recreation Facilities 

   
 

Accessibility 
Grade 

 
Definition 

 
1 

None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility 
guidelines. 

 
2 

Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility 
guidelines. 

 
3 

Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility 
guidelines. 

 
4 

 
The entire park meets accessibility guidelines. 

 
5 

The park was developed/renovated using principles of 
universal design. 
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Publically Owned – State Game and Wildlife Areas 
·  Deford State Game Area (Ellington, Tuscola County)  9,600 acres 
·  Tuscola State Game Area (Caro, Tuscola County) 8,400 acres 
·  Vassar State Game Area (Gilford, Tuscola County) 3,100 acres 

 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY  
 
Cass River 
Perhaps the most significant natural resource in Caro is the Cass River.  It flows from the south-east 
to the south-west across the south-eastern corner of the City.  The Cass River starts at or near Ubly 
and meanders through much of Tuscola County and eventually empties into the Shiawassee River in 
Saginaw County.  A multi-jurisdictional Cass River Greenway Committee has been formed to study 
ways to improve and enhance the corridor and the recreational opportunities that it provides.  The 
Committee consists of representatives from the Cities of Frankenmuth, Vassar, Caro and the Village 
of Cass City and Tuscola Township.  It is anticipated that representatives from the townships of 
Vassar, Juniata, Indianfields, Almer, Ellington and Elkland will join the group soon.  Frankenmuth, 
Vassar and Tuscola Township received project funding in 2009 to install barrier-free canoe docks. 
 
Exchange Club Forest 
The other significant resource is the Caro Exchange Club Forest.  Pristine wooded acreage that’s a 
treasure to not only the community and region but also to the young people where they can learn so 
much and appreciate the beauty of all that is contained within.  There are ongoing plans to expand 
its mission even further by encouraging additional exploration by the community and students from 
the entire region. 
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IV.   Community Input  
 
 
In order to comply with the guidelines as set for my the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
for the Development of Community Park, Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plan, the Caro 
Parks Recreation Committee offered three opportunities for public input. 
 
 
On-Line Survey 
 
The first opportunity for public input was by way of an on-line survey.  It was made available 
through assistance from Caro Community Schools via a Zoomerang.com survey account the school 
uses for various purposes.  The survey was announced to the community through local media 
outlets and the School’s and City’s respective newsletters, Education In Our Town, and Village 
Voice.  Press releases encouraged residents to take the time to complete the survey.  It was available 
for approximately six weeks from early February to mid-March, 2009. 
 
 
Public Input Open House 
 
The second opportunity for public input was an open house held at the Tuscola Technology Center 
in Caro on May 21, 2009 from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M.  Unfortunately, the meeting ended up competing 
with a soccer match, softball practices and an end of school year band performance.  Needless to 
say attendance was lighter than expected and desired. 
 
Both the survey and public input meeting were very well publicized.  The Tuscola County 
Advertiser carried/ran press releases on both.  Flyers were also placed around town at various 
business locations.  The meeting announcement was run several times as an ad in the Advertiser.  
And, both were posted on the City’s LED electronic message board/sign.  The article, display ad 
and flyer are included in Appendix C. 
 
 
Survey Results 
 
About the respondents: 
 
One hundred fifteen people responded to the survey.  Exactly 50% of the respondents were from the 
City of Caro, 30% were from Indianfields Township and the remaining 19% from Almer Township.  
Based on a comparison of respondents to the total population, city residents responded at higher rate 
than that of what percentage they held of the total of all respondents.  In other words, city residents 
responded at a higher percentage than those living outside the city limits.   
 
In terms of age, 48% of the respondents were aged 36 to 65.  Twenty-three percent were aged 13 to 
18.  And 16% were aged 19 to 35.  Only 12% were age 66+. 
 
A summary of the results to the survey is contained in Appendix A.  The following paragraphs 
discuss significant results and provides a brief summarization of the most compelling responses. 
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Survey Results (continued) 
 
About park facilities and programs: 
 
Adequacy of Bieth Park facilities (Question 6) 
Facilities needing improvement:  Restrooms (47%), outdoor skating rink (40%), picnic areas (33%), 
horseshoe pits (31%), parking (31%), playground (31%), softball fields (29%).  
 
Adequacy of Chippewa Landing Park facilities (Question 7) 
Facilities needing improvement:  Restrooms (39%). 
 
Adequacy of Indianfields Township Park facilities (Question11) 
Facilities needing improvement:  Restrooms (42%). 
 
Development Priorities (Question 18) (Responses of high to moderate combined) 
Summer activities for children (75%), Recreational activities for teens (70%), More walking/biking 
trails (69%), Exercise/Fitness (68%), After school programs for children (64%), Community Center 
for all ages (63%) 
 
Adequate Recreation Opportunities (Question 19) 
Pre-school (ages 1-5)  Yes – 58% No – 42% 
Elementary (ages 6-12) Yes – 55% No – 45% 
Middle/High School (13-18) Yes – 43% No – 57% 
Young Adults (19-35)  Yes – 32% No – 68% 
Middle-aged Adults (36-65) Yes – 37% No – 63% 
Senior Citizens (66+)  Yes – 43% No – 57% 
 
In summary, the two facilities scoring the highest “inadequate” and “marginal” scores 
combined at Bieth Park were: (Question 6) 
Restrooms (54 – 47%) 
Outdoor Skating Rink (46 – 40%) 
 
In summary, the two facilities scoring the highest “inadequate” and “marginal” scores at 
Chippewa Landing Park were: (Question 7) 
Restrooms (45 – 39%) 
Fishing facilities (22 – 19%) 
 
In summary, the one facility scoring the highest “excellent” score at Bieth Park was: 
(Question 6) 
Tennis Courts (27 – 23%) 
 
In summary, the one facility scoring the highest “excellent” score at Chippewa Landing Park 
was: (Question 7) 
One Mile Park Trail (53 – 46%) 
 
In summary, the one facility scoring the highest “excellent” score at Atwood Park was: 
(Question 8) 
Gazebo/benches (48 – 42%) 
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Survey Results (continued) 

 
In summary, the three facilities scoring the highest “excellent” scores at Darbee Farm Park 
were: 
Picnic Areas (49 – 43%) 
Playground (47 – 41%) 
Parking (42 – 37%) 
 
In summary, the two facilities scoring the highest “excellent” scores at Indiafields Township 
Park were: 
Nature Trails (48 – 42%) 
Playground (40 – 35%) 
 
 
Comparison to Standards 
 
General industry standards suggest a minimum of 5 to 10 acres of park land per 1,000 citizens.  This 
translates into a need of approximately 60 to 120 acres for the Caro community.  When combining 
park acreage from the City, and Almer and Indianfiled Townships, Caro has about 150 acres of park 
land for its service area, indicating that Caro has adequate park land for its citizens.   
 
However, the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has also published typical 
recreation facility standards that specify facility service area, the number of facilities needed to 
service the population, and the land area needed.  These standards can be used in conjunction with 
the acreage standards to calculate minimal community recreational needs.  The table below (figure 
4) provides a comparison of Caro’s public facilities against these published recreation facility 
standards.  Based on the standards, Caro is deficient in providing the desired level of basketball 
courts, tennis courts, softball fields(high school/adult), and picnic areas.  The deficiencies will be 
addressed in the action program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 – Recreational Facilities Needs Evaluation for Caro 

Recreational Facilities Evaluation 
Caro, Michigan 

 
Sport 

Recommended 
Standard 

Existing 
Facilities 

Recommended 
Public Need 

Surplus/ 
Deficiency 

Basketball Courts 1/3,000 2 5 -3 
Tennis Courts 1/2,000 5 8 -3 
Ice Hockey 1/75,000 0 1 (Region) -1 
Youth Baseball Fields 1/5,000 5 4 1 
Youth Softball Fields 1/5,000 4 4 0 
Adult Softball Fields 1/5,000 2 3 -1 
Soccer Fields 1/10,000 10 2 8 
Swimming Pool 1/40,000 1 1 0 
Sand Volleyball Courts 1/5,000 2 3 -1 
Playgrounds 1/3,000 4 5 -1 
Picnic Areas None published 4 6 -2 
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Conversely, more recent park guidelines indicate that one must also consider the “Level of Service” 
desired by the community.  If the residents of Caro feel their needs are not being met with the 
existing amount of park land or facilities, then that amount is insufficient.  This is why the 
community input portion of a recreation plan is so important.  The City needs to understand the 
wishes of the community it serves in order to provide the “Level of Service” desired by the 
residents. 
 
As a supplement to the recommended standards for park acreage, data from the Sporting Goods 
Manufactures Association (SGMA) is another way to help understand recreation trends.  It is 
important to be aware of national recreation trends so as to be able to anticipate activities which will 
incorporate a large number of participants and those which show the greatest growth in popularity.  
The SGMA conducts an annual survey that analyzes the size of sports product markets in order to 
determine sports participation trends.  (A copy of the full 2009 report is attached as Appendix B.) 
 
 
Other Miscellaneous Input 
 
Tuscola County Master Plan  
The Tuscola County master plan encourages development for recreation and tourism.  Its vision 
statement recognized the need for parks and recreation spaces, including the “protection and 
development of greenways.”  Future zoning changes should encourage appropriate use of existing 
recreation areas, as well as acquisition and utilization of green space for recreation. 
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V.   Goals and Objectives 
 
 
Developing goals and objectives is an important part of the recreation planning process.  The 
overall goal of a Parks and Recreation Department is to provide recreation opportunities for the 
community and/or region it serves.  More specific goals must be based on the demographic 
characteristics of the population served and the physical and environmental characteristics of the 
area and the input of the community. 
 
Goals are the broadest level.  They are overreaching and general.  Objectives carry out the purpose 
of the goal.  The Action Program is the last level and it identifies specific projects and programs.  
The Action Program can include organizational, staffing, programming, public information, and 
operation and maintenance actions. 
 
The Caro Parks and Recreation Committee formulated the following goals and objectives based 
upon the characteristics of the overall community, the input received at the community input session 
and the on-line survey. 
 
GOAL 1 
Provide quality leisure time/services with special consideration given to activities improving 
health and fitness. 
 

Objective – Provide both passive and active programming for a variety of ages and abilities 
of the population. 
 
Objective – Continue sharing programs and facilities between and with the City of Caro, 
Almer Township, Indianfields Township, the Caro School District and the Tuscola 
Intermediate School District.  Use these partnerships to consider additional opportunities to 
meet the recreational needs of the community 
 
Objective – Continue to work with existing recreation partners in the community to provide 
programs, leagues, special events, etc.  Explore options for new and expanded partnerships 
to provide additional recreational opportunities to the community. 
 
Objective – Provide walking/bike (non-motorized) paths/trails around/through the 
City/community to parks, schools and other trails. 
 
Comments and justification – Due to limited resources and staffing, recreational 
programming and facilities in the Caro community are provided by several different 
organizations and entities.  Many of them work with the Parks and Recreation Department in 
some capacity.  The Parks and Recreation Committee wishes to continue facilitating and 
enhancing these relationships, where feasible, so as to meet the needs of residents without 
offering duplication of services. 

 
GOAL 2 
Continue to improve Caro’s recreational facilities so as to offer parks for the local community 
(and visitors) that inspire a sense of pride, are attractive, and are functional for a variety of 
uses. 
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GOAL 2 (continued) 
 
 Objective – Continue to add amenities to the park facilities based upon community input. 
 

Objective – Acquire park land if needed based upon community input. 
 
Objective – Promote and enhance the financial stability of the Caro Parks and Recreation 
Department, keeping in mind the need for long-term maintenance of facilities. 
 
Objective – Insure that maintenance of parks and their amenities is a priority with City 
Council. 
 
Objective – Hire seasonal worker(s) (or independent contractor) to mow and trim the 
approximate 45 acres of park grounds/properties.  
 
Objective – Assign specific DPW crew member to park maintenance for months of April 
through September.)   

 
Comments and justification – Many respondents to the survey reported they are not happy 
with the conditions of many of the facilities in the Caro parks system.  They want the 
facilities and amenities improved so they can take pride in their community.  Many, on 
average, fall below the average income ranges and so don’t have expendable money to 
provide commercial and social outlets to and for their families.  Instead the park system is an 
inexpensive option and a natural gathering place for family, friends and community.  A 
place to exercise, relax and make memories.  

 
GOAL 3 
Promote effective interaction, involvement and communication among the many entities 
involved in providing and using recreational facilities in the Caro community. 
 

Objective – Continue to work with community partners and organizations wishing to 
promote and use the parks for festivities and events while maintaining a balance with the 
needs of the local residents. 
 
Objective – Continue to work with existing recreation partners in the community to provide 
various recreational programming.  Explore options for new and expanded partnerships to 
provide additional recreational opportunities to the community. 

 
Objective – Host annual or bi-annual public input “Recreation Open House”.   

 
Objective – Develop Caro Recreation Booster Club to promote, initiate and secure ongoing 
funding for operations and capital improvements. 
 
Objective – Develop a recreation network/bank of information for and related to all 
recreation providers.  Include contacts, overview of operations, operating periods, ages 
(including restrictions) and number of participants.   
 
Objective – Assist other recreational providers with grant writing when appropriate and 
feasible.    
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GOAL 3 (continued) 
 

Comments and justification – When organizations and agencies can collaborate, dollars go 
further, more services are provided, and better recreation opportunities can be delivered to 
the community.   

 
GOAL 4 
Provide safe broad community-based recreational opportunities and programming that 
improve the overall quality of life for all residents of the Caro area. 
 

Objective – Continue to explore and support options for development of a Caro Community 
Center that can be economically successful and equitably financed. 
   
Objective – Host annual or bi-annual public input “Recreation Open House”.   
 
Objective – Continue to add / improve amenities to park facilities based upon community 
input and need. 
 
Objective – Continue to explore and provide new recreation programs based on community 
input and need. 

 
Objective – Continue to improve the marketing of recreation programs that are offered by 
the community. 

 
Objective – Activate the Parks and Recreation Committee to host two events, functions or 
programs yearly.  (Provides great opportunities to promote the cause, provide activity to the 
community, network and possibly raise funds.)   

 
Objective – Provide recreational opportunities for people with disabilities. 
 
Objective – Insure that improvements and upgrades to park facilities are handicap 
accessible, where feasible. 
 
Comments and justification – Respondents to the survey and those attending the public input 
meeting felt there was an unmet need in terms of an indoor recreation facility and programs 
that would be utilized by all ages.  Indications are multiple use courts, uses and ice rink 
should be included or considered.  Funding and maintaining such a facility would be a 
concern.  However, the possibility of a public/private partnership or forming a regional 
authority are options to be considered. 

 
GOAL 5 
Facilitate the public use of the Cass River and protect the peaceful, safe and environmentally 
sustainable use of private and public properties within the Cass River Corridor. 
 

Objective – Enhance and develop recreational opportunities on or along the Cass River 
Corridor.  Including the development of a water trail.   
 
Objective – Educate the public, especially recreational users of the Cass River, regarding 
safety, shoreline and near-shore habitat protection, and private property rights. 
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GOAL 5  (continued) 
 

Objective – Develop learning opportunities in canoeing/kayaking. 
 
Objective – Preserve and enhance wildlife habitats and natural lands. 
 
Objective – Improve water quality. 
 
Objective – Teach and promote good environmental stewardship and practices 
 
Objective – Develop long-range plans to help guide activities and property use/development 
along the Cass River. 
 
Objective – Develop eco-tourism opportunities. 
 
Objective – Identify, connect and publicize bike routes that exist along the Carr River 
corridor.  
 
Comments and justification – This goal and accompanying objectives reflect the desire of 
the Cass River Corridor Committee.  Many feel the Cass River is an untapped resource that 
can be enjoyed for active and passive recreation.  However, residents and stakeholder realize 
that preserving the natural environment and improving the river quality are important as 
well. 

 
GOAL 6 
Retain public land for future generations.  Purchase more when the time is appropriate 
and/or needed based on future plans. 
 

Objective – Retain existing parkland and acquire new park land to meet the recreational 
needs of the community. 

 
Comments and justification – The Caro community realizes that its parks and recreation are 
a part of the quality of life in Caro.  Their availability and use also contributes to the larger 
economic picture of the community.  New lands may need to be acquired so specific 
facilities can be added or so natural features can be preserved and/or utilized. 

 
GOAL 7 
Partner with the Caro Exchange Club to facilitate public use of the Exchange Club Forest and 
protect its peaceful, safe and environmentally sustainable eco-system. 
 

Objective – Educate the public/recreational users of the Forest regarding habitat protection, 
forest ecology and other invaluable environmental lessons.   

 
Objective – Teach and promote good environmental stewardship and practices. 
 
Objective – Develop long-range plans to help guide activities and property use of the Forest. 
 
Objective – Enhance the public recreational use of the Forest. 
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GOAL 7  (continued) 
 

Comments and justification – This goal and accompanying objectives reflect the desire of 
the Caro Exchange Club.  Many feel that the Exhange Forest is an untapped resource that 
can be enjoyed for active and passive recreation.  However, it is realized that preserving this 
natural environmental resource if our first priority so that it may be enjoyed for years to 
come. 

 
GOAL 8 
Provide trails and multi-use paths for recreational and transportation use. 
 

Objective – Develop a trail corridor and non-motorized transportation plan for the Caro 
community.    

 
 Objective – Where possible, connect trails to regional trails and destinations. 
 

Objective – New developments shall provide easements for trail corridors that will connect 
with trail corridors on adjacent properties and as part of a regional system.  

 
 Objective – Provide/identify non-motorized paths/trails/routes along the Cass River. 

 
Comments and justification – All forms of non-motorized transportation are becoming 
increasingly important across the United State.  Multi-use paths, trails, and bike lanes are 
used for recreation and transportation.  The need for more pedestrian/biking trails was 
expressed by survey respondents and participants at the public input meeting.  Paths can be 
used for active and passive recreation and they are just one of many ways that can increase 
the health and fitness of a community. 
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VI.   Action Plan/Program 
 
With goals and objectives in place, the Caro Parks and Recreation Committee was able to develop a 
5-year action program to work toward accomplishing the goals and objectives as set forth.  The 
Action Program details the direction the community wishes to take over the next five years in order 
to maintain and improve the quality and diversity of area park and recreation opportunities. 
 
Projects were assigned a priority of 1 through 5 with 1 being most important and 5 being least 
important.  Each action item relates to one or more of the numbered goals from Section V.  
Potential capital improvement described in this Plan have been established not only to provide a 
framework for decision makers but also to enable the City or School District to apply for grant 
funding for these proposed projects. 
 
The project list is not a fixed element and is neither all inclusive or exclusive.  The schedule reflects 
the results of the input received from the on-line survey, City staff, Committee members, and the 
community input meeting.  Future circumstances, especially availability of funding, may change 
priorities or require reprioritization of action items.   
 
The action plan is shown in the tables on the following pages. 
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Caro Community Recreation Plan Action Items
Action Item Priority

Relates to 
Goal

Justification

Bieth Park

Develop park development master plan. 1 1,2,3,4,6,8
Layout logistical plan for improvments, additions. 
Establish park identity/boundaries.

Maintain park facilities/amenities 1 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Replace/refurbish shuffleboard facilites 1 2,3,4
Storage facility is old and needs to be 
replaced.Awnings have heaved, need to be reset. 
Team w Senior Shuffleboard Club.

Move horseshoe pits (Create new league?) 1 1,2,3,4
Due to current condition they are not used. Most 
communities have leagues.

Add uniform park signage 2 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Move/replace restrooms 2 2
Facility is old and needs to be replaced. Team w 
County Fair Board.

Add parking near pavilion/ball diamonds 2 2,4 No parking is available near pavilion

Repair fencing on tennis, b-ball cts, park 
perimeter.

2 2,4 Aged fencing needs to be repaired.

Replace basketball courts 3 1,2,4 Courts are old, beyond life and need to be rebuilt

Add trails to connect with parks/schools 3 1,2,3,4,8
Community has asked for more trails. They 
provide a fitness opportunity for people w 
dissabilities.

Add more picnic areas / tables 3 2,4 Community wants more picnic areas
Install SplashPad/Splash Park (or at new park?) 4 1,2,4 Community has asked for Splash Park.
Add new playground equipment 4 1,2,4 To add more and replace old equipment.

Vacate ball diamonds (move to new site) 4 1,2,3,4,6
Diamonds are not conducive to league play and 
maintenance. Located in middle of horse racing 
track. Team w adult softball leagues.

Add Disc Golf course (new site?) 5 1,2,4 Community has asked for Disc Golf

Construct multi-purpose rec facility (new site?) 5 1,3,4,6 Community has asked for a multi purpose facility.

Chippewa Landing Park
Develop park development master plan; 
including former water plant. 

1
1,2,3,4, 
5,6,7,8

Layout logistical plan for improvments, additions. 
Identify park expansions.

Maintain park facilities/amenities. 1 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Add uniform park signage. 2 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Add more picnic areas / tables. 2 2,4 Community wants more picnic areas

Expand and upgrade restrooms. 3 2
Facility does not have running water, one fixture 
per sex.

Additional parking, and additional boat parking. 3 2
Current parking does not handle needs at times 
of heacy use.

Complete 2nd phase of Chippewa Park Trail. 3 1,2,3,4,8
Community has asked for more trails. They 
provide a fitness opportunity for people w 
dissabilities.

Add playground equipment. 4 1,2,4 To add more and replace old equipment.

Add trails to connect with parks/schools. 4 1,2,3,4,8
Community has asked for more trails. They 
provide a fitness opportunity for people w 
dissabilities.

Add lighting/warming house for sledding hill. 5 1,2,4, Community wants to utilize the hill more.

Connectivy between Chippewa Landing and Exchange 
Club Forest on east side of M-24.

5 1,2,3,4,7,8
Community wants to utilize the Forest and wants 
more trails.

Purchase additional park property between Chippewa 
Landing Pk and Exchange Forest on west side of M-
24. 

5 1,2,3,4,7,8
Community wants to have more access and to 
preserve more wooded property along w more 
trails. I  
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Caro Community Recreation Plan Action Items
Action Item Priority Relates to Goal Justification

Atwood Park
Maintain park facilities/amenities 1 2 Provides planned/pleasing park system.

Replace guardrails on east side of park; leave space 
for walkways from parking lot

1 2,4
Remove unattractive setting. Provides 
planned/pleasing park system.

Add uniform park signage 2 2 Provides planned/pleasing park system.

Add handicap accessible picnic tables 2 2,4 Community wants tables at park.

Northwood Heights Park
Maintain park facilities/amenities 1 2 Provides planned/pleasing park system.

Add handicapp accessible picnic tables 2 2,4 Community wants tables at park.
Add uniform park signage 2 2 Provides planned/pleasing park system.

New Park

Develop Park Development Master Plan. 1 1,2,3,4,6,8
Layout logistical plan for new park 
development.

Purchase land for new park/rec center. 2 1,2,3,4,6 Community wants a recreation center.

Construct New Ball Diamonds. 2 1,2,3,4
Current ball diamonds are not conducive for 
leagues / tournaments.

Construct Rec Center/Ice Rink 3 1,2,3,4 Community wants a recreation center.

Construct Splash Park/SplashPad 4 1,2,3,4 Community wants a splash park.
Construct Disc Golf Course 5 1,2,3,4 Community wants disc gold course.

Tuscola County Fairgrounds

Develop Park Development Master Plan w Bieth Park. 1 2,3,4,6,8
Layout logistical plan for improvments, 
additions.

Add uniform park signage 2 2 Provides planned/pleasing park system.
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Caro Community Recreation Plan Action Items
Action Item Priority Relates to Goal Justification

Cass River

Complete water trail assessment - Vassar to Cass City 1 2,3,4,5,8
To take advantage of river recreational 
opportunities and be sensitive to the 
environment.

Develop water trail - Vassar to Cass City. 2 1,2,4,5,8
To take advantage of river recreational 
opportunities and be sensitive to the 
environment.

Purchase dam and adjacent property if needed. 
Support having dam reconstructed.

2 2,4,5,6,8
Community wants to take advantage of river 
recreational opportunities and dam is 
outdated and deteriorated.

Add uniform park signage. 2 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Develop multi-use trails near river and link to 
other trails/pathways throughout region.

3 1,2,3,4,5,8
To take advantage of river recreational 
opportunities and enhance fitness and 
transportation opporunities.

Inventory natural lands. 4 2,4,5
Provides opportunity to know and record and 
protect wildlife/natural lands.

Improve access to river with barrier- free canoe 
launch/fishing sites.

4 1,2,4,5,8
Community wants to have increased access 
to the river.

Exchange Club Forest

Add uniform park signage. 1 2 Provides for planned/pleasing park system.

Improve, extend trail system. 2 1,2,3,4,8
Improved trails allows more of the community 
to utilize the trails and Forest.

Forest restoration / replentification. 3 2,3,4,7 Need an ongoing plan to keep Forest healthy.

Add bird watching platforms/towers. 4 2,4,7
Provides for improved recreation uses of 
Forest.

Connectivy between Chippewa Landing and the Forest 
on east side of M-24.

5 1,2,3,4,6,7,8
Community wants to utilize the Forest and 
wants more trails.

Purchase additional park property between Chippewa 
Landing Pk and Exchange Forest on west side of M-
24. 

5 1,2,3,4,6,7,8
Community wants to have more access and 
to preserve more wooded property along w 
more trails.
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VII.   Summary & Adoption  

After review and recommendation for approval by the Parks and Recreation Committee on January 
28, 2010, a 30-day review period commenced on January 30, 2010.  The draft plan will be available 
for public review and comment at Caro City Hall located at 317 S. State Street, Caro, Michigan or 
at the City’s website at www.carocity.net.  Anyone interested in commenting on the proposed plan 
can be heard at a public hearing at 7:00pm on Monday, March 1, 2010, at Caro City Hall.  Written 
comments may be sent to Caro Parks & Recreation Committee at the address listed above and must 
be received prior to the public hearing.  It is anticipated that the City Council will approve/adopt the 
plan on March 1, 2010.  (Once the plan has been approved/adopted by the City Council, the plan 
will go through final packaging and be sent to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources & 
Environment for their review and approval.) 

Copies of the Public Hearing Notice, Public Hearing Minutes, the Resolution of Adoption, and the 
transmittal letters to the planning agency will be included in Appendix D.  Also included in 
Appendix D will be the Parks and Recreation Committee Resolution Recommending Adoption to 
City Council, Public Notice for Public Review Period Commencing January 30, 2010, and a copy of 
the required transmittal letters showing that a copy of the plan was sent to the necessary planning 
agencies - East Central Council of Governments and Tuscola County Planning Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


