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I look forward to conversing with you 

again and hope all is well and you are 

enjoying summer weather. So far this 

spring and early summer, many hours 

of time have been consumed with 

meetings on city issues; some issues 

are enjoyable – others, not as much. I 

realize that the title of this newsletter 

is strange, but it points to basic 

elements of organization that have 

many benefits, services and a major influence on our 

everyday lives. These aspects of your city’s life, welfare, 

and safety are something your council, staff and 

contractors embrace and recognize with the upmost 

commitment as well as a sense of civic responsibility. We 

thank you for your support and realize that we must earn 

this position of responsibility on a daily basis!  Your City 

team works in all areas and all levels to be the most 

effective and efficient organization possible with the 

monies you entrust us with.  

 

In that same vein, I would like to share with you the 

highlights of the past months 2016- 2017 budgetary 

actions by staff and City Council. In the past ten years, 

your city’s taxable value has decreased by $22,000,000; 

from a high of $95,000,000 to the present value of 

$73,000,000. This means we must do more with less. We 

are taking on and meeting those challenges in a number of 

ways, using grants and incorporating efficiencies 

whenever possible. The budget approved at the last 

council meeting on June 6th is proposed spending of 

$369,000 from the fund balance. This amount is the 

highest since I have been on the council, but it is with 

good purpose and community betterment. The greatest 

amount is being transferred into municipal streets for 

street work and possible matches for repaving and 

rebuilding. The biggest portion will be spent on North 

Almer with a cost of $560,000 along with a match of 

$324,000 from state/federal. We are planning to pave or 

rebuild, at  

minimum, 2.5 miles of your streets. If we receive 

additional grants, over 4 miles of repaving could be 

accomplished, that is much of the proposed work.  

 

We have also budgeted $60,000 for sidewalk repair 

throughout the community during the next fiscal year, as 

well as $20,000 going to new sidewalk building along 

Gilford Road. We feel and are convinced that this is a 

priority to pursue a walkable community concept. We 

believe this enhancement is for your safety and 

enjoyment in the overall community experience.  

With all improvements that you have experienced in 

your life, you realize that improvements require painting 

and maintaining. The water tower will be repainted and 

inspected for the cost of $175,000. This is to ensure your 

continued supply of clean and safe water for health and 

safety purposes. We will also be replacing 300 feet of 

new water main to continue to improve the overall water 

system. 

 

We also have budgeted the repainting of the TACA 

building to continue the preservation and upkeep, to 

ensure longevity of the historical site.  

 

In the area of parks and recreation, there will be new 

roofs at Chippewa Landing, new siding on the recreation 

barn, and picnic tables and, possibly, additional trash  
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receptacles in Bieth Park. In some of the brainstorming 

sessions for the future of Bieth Park improvements, talk 

has included new trailhead connecting with the current 

trail system to Chippewa Landing, along with exploring 

Wi-Fi. These concepts and other possibilities are to 

continue to expand and improve utilization of an 

underdeveloped resource. We are committed to use your 

tax dollars to achieve that purpose. 

   

The last areas of expenditures I will highlight are 

equipment purchases. One of the major ones will be the 

replacement of cab/chassis on a dump truck using the 

dump box as a savings while realizing a good update in 

the overall fleet. We will also replace one of the oldest 

pickups with a new 4x4 single cab. A 2007 Crown 

Victoria will be replaced with a new Ford Interceptor 

SUV for the Police Department. The last purchase will be 

a new UTV used in plowing and salting, as well as for 

utility transportation of items.   

 

I hope the 2016-2017 budget highlights weren’t too 

lengthy or over detailed. My goal was to bring you into 

our process and to demonstrate our accountability to you, 

the stakeholders of this great community. As you see, 

there are many moving parts in your city services at all 

levels of operation. The ink that is used to ensure reliable, 

responsible communications happens throughout the City. 

And as basic as it is, grease is the lubrication that enables 

the smooth movement and longevity of the mechanical 

assets of city operations. These elements are essential 

when used by the hands of the people who take great 

pride in the service they provide to you with upmost 

commitment and dedication in this, your community. 

 

We, as a council, have recognized this as well as the trust 

and support that you have shown us. I have enjoyed 

talking to you again and hope to see you at one of these 

projects or at the park - or come down to City Hall on 

Monday night for council meeting and we can talk. Until 

then - 

Best regards—Mayor Pouliot  

THE MANAGER’S CORNER  

BY JARED OLSON 

Music in the Park event held every Thursday night 

throughout the summer at Atwood Park.  The several 

volunteers that have picked up and began running the 

programs this summer have been able to put together an 

excellent line up of artists and continuing on the tradition of 

the event.  If you are free on Thursday nights, I highly 

recommend stopping down to Atwood Park. 

 

Another major project that was supported and truly made 

possible by volunteers and local entities was the completion 

of the Chippewa Landing Trail. The new section of trail 

completes the mile and a half loop from Chippewa Landing 

Park throughout the entire southern portion of the 

community.  The trail way project over the last several 

years has been aided by numerous neighbors and 

businesses.  Along with creating easements, donating 

material, and working with the city, several community 

members were able to help out financially.  The Janks Fund 

within the Tuscola County Community Foundation and 

their respective boards approved the grant funding of 

$10,000 which helped tremendously to cover construction 

costs.  The Neal Sisters Foundation awarded the trail 

project $3,000 dollars for landscaping, trees, and trail 

amenities.  The Caro Rotary Club donated a beautiful new 

bench which is located in the middle of the new trail 

section.  TI Automotive and Farm Depot were instrumental 

in working with the city to obtain property easements for 

the continuation of the trail.  During construction, Jeff 

Brinkman of Brinkman Excavating donated the full labor 

costs of himself and his crew in order to prepare the trail 

way for pavement.  Along with the numerous donations, 

there are several other community members and neighbors 

who have volunteered hours of time and understanding 

while this project took shape and was completed.  Thank 

you to everyone who has been a part of this project! 

 

Along with summer, come some exciting street projects 

throughout the community.  Last fall the City of Caro was 

able to capture $324,600.00 of state infrastructure funding 

which helped to enable the upcoming North Almer Street 

Reconstruction Project.  In addition to the North Almer  

Street work, the City of Caro will be taking on a large local 

street rehabilitation project.  The City of Caro was formally 

awarded over $200,000 from the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality to continue the use of rubber 

modified asphalt.  The rubber additive within the asphalt 

mixture comes from the recycling of scrap tires and allows 

for a stronger product with improved traction and helps to 

use tires that previously had very little future use.  The total 

estimated amount of scrap tires that will be used within this 

project is approximately 3,400. Utilizing these grant funds 

and the required match will result in nearly four miles of 

local streets being paved throughout the summer and into 

the fall.  As always the maintenance of infrastructure within 

the 

Con’t on page 3  

Happy Summer!  With the warm 

weather and sunshine filling the 

city, numerous projects and 

activities are either finishing up, 

continuing, or just beginning 

throughout our community.  One 

of the most popular summer 

events to start back up is the   
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A WORD FROM THE CLERK  

BY KAREN J SNIDER, CMC 
 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  

BY CURTIS WELLS, SUPT 

The staff at your Caro area 

Wastewater Treatment Plant are 

proud to serve the residents of 

Caro, and hope that everyone has 

a safe and fun filled Summer. We 

will have a rather difficult job 

this Summer replacing some steel 

shafts that were supposed to be 

stainless steel shafts in the oxidation ditch, but we will get 

it done.  

 

Camping season is upon us and as usual, the RV dump is 

open Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. till 3:30 p.m.  In 

closing we would like to thank everyone in advance for 

their continued vigilance towards keeping the issue of 

disposable does not mean flushable forefront in their 

minds.  

PUBLIC WORKS HIGHLIGHTS  

BY CHARLIE SUNDBLAD  

DPW SUPERINTENDENT 

Summer is off to a good start with 

the weather. This summer we will 

be upgrading some water mains 

on North Almer Street along with 

doing a total reconstruction of the 

street. Also, we will be repaving several streets throughout 

the City.  

 

Please remember that the City does not allow raking or 

putting of grass clippings in the street gutters. Please put 

them in a container marked with an ―X‖ and the garbage 

company will take them.  

 

Also, please remember that when you see someone working 

in the roadway to please take extra caution when driving 

around them. We at the DPW are doing our best to keep up 

with all of everything that we do.  

City residents are required to purchase garage sale 

permits at City Hall, 317 S. State Street.  Permits are 

$1.00 each.  A permit is good for three (3) consecutive 

days.  Signs MUST be placed on private property.   

Con’t from page 2 

 

community has been and will continue to be top 

priorities including leveraging as much outside grant 

funding  in order to accomplish as much as possible.   

 

As with most summers, I am sure that it will seem both 

too short and too hot, but with that said, I maintain an 

open door policy here at City Hall and welcome you to 

call me or stop in with any issues or questions that you 

may have. 

The City of Caro Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2016-

17 budget at their June 6 meeting.  Copies of the budget 

can be viewed at the office of the City Clerk, Caro 

Municipal Building between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 

p.m.  Also, the budget is available to view at the Caro 

Area District Library.  If you have any questions 

regarding the budget, please feel free to call the City 

Treasurer or City Manager at 989-673-7671.   

 

In just a few days, if not already, City residents will 

receive their summer tax bills.  The summer bill contains 

the State Education tax, County Operating tax and the 

City Operating tax.  The City collects all taxes and 

returns the monies collected to those entities with the 

exception of the City Operating tax which is 16.1643 

mills levied.  This is the same millage levied for over 25 

years.  To avoid penalty fees, payment must be received 

in our office by 5 p.m. on September 15, 2016. 

 

Two important election dates are right around the corner.  

August 2, 2016 is the State Primary Election and 

November 8, 2016 is the State General Election.  The 

last day to register for the August primary is July 5, 2016 

and the last day to register for the November general 

election is October 11, 2016.  Be sure to mark your 

calendar and don’t forget to vote.   

 

The terms that expire in November for City Council 

members will be placed on this upcoming General 

election ballot which is Tuesday, November 8.  There is 

no primary for the City of Caro Council positions.  The 

Mayor term and three councilmember terms will be on 

the ballot.  Petitions for these offices must be filed no 

later than 4 p.m. on July 26, 2016.  Also, candidates who 

wish to seek office at the November election must file an 

Affidavit of Identity with the nominating petition(s).  

Forms are available from the City Clerk and must be 

filed with the City Clerk, Caro Municipal Building, 317 

S. State Street, Caro, MI 48723.  

For more information on matters relating to elections, you 

can go to www.Michigan.gov/elections.  

http://www.Michigan.gov/elections
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CARO POLICE DEPARTMENT  

BY CHIEF BRIAN NEWCOMB  

As we head into the summer months, 

the Caro Police Department urges 

everyone to be aware of 

motorcyclists and bicyclists. More 

and more persons are getting out and 

enjoying them, which means there is 

an increased chance of a traffic crash 

and injuries if other citizens are not 

looking out for them. Please drive safely. 

 

As I drive around, I still see people that are texting while 

driving and also just not paying attention to the road while 

on a cell phone. If you have a cell phone, (and most people 

do) please try to use a wireless Bluetooth headset for your 

calls or if you have the capability in your vehicle, use the 

Bluetooth setup in your car so you can enjoy using your cell 

phone without taking your hands off the wheel.  

 

As a police agency, we see many rear end crashes that occur 

due to texting while driving. The text can wait. If it can’t 

wait or is an emergency, pull over in a safe location and 

reply. Then return to your travels.  

 

The Smart 911 system was activated earlier this year. It is a 

great system and the benefits and details were originally 

posted in my newsletter in December. To date, we have a 

little over 600 persons signed up for Smart 911 within 

Tuscola County. Please take the time to sign up for this 

valuable tool that will enable you to keep informed of all 

important alerts and announcements within this area. I will 

attach the information below for you again.  

 

Also, concerning Smart 911 signup. If you are 

uncomfortable with computers and need assistance in setting 

up your personal page, contact Chief Newcomb at 

b.newcomb@caropolice.org and we will help you sign up. 

 

Smart 911 

A Smart911 Safety Profile delivers critical caller data with 

incoming 9-1-1 calls. It helps 9-1-1 call takers make faster 

and better decisions, shortens response times, and helps save 

lives. 

 

Residents sign up for Smart911 and enter information they 

want 9-1-1 to receive in case of an emergency. Information 

can include family member data, photos, medical conditions, 

disabilities, mobility limitations, exact addresses, even pets. 

Data is automatically validated against user’s phone number

(s) and citizen provided data is kept fresh through a patented 

aging process. When a person calls 9-1-1, their data 

automatically displays on the 9-1-1 call taker’s workstation,  

providing additional information that helps to dispatch 

the best response to the right location. Data can be 

easily pushed to responding Law Enforcement, Fire, and 

EMS to help them respond more quickly and 

effectively. 

 

Smart911 is a free service that allows citizens to create 

a Safety Profile for their household that can include any 

information they may want 9-1-1 call takers and first 

responders to have in the event of an emergency, then if 

they need to dial 9-1-1 their Safety Profile will 

immediately display on the call taker’s screen saving 

critical seconds and even minutes in response to the 

emergency. 

 

Smart911 allows citizens to create a Safety Profile 

at www.smart911.com for their household that includes 

any information they want 9-1-1 and response teams to 

have in the event of an emergency. When a citizen 

makes an emergency call, their Safety Profile is 

automatically displayed to the 9-1-1 call taker, allowing 

them to send the right response teams to the right 

location with the right information. Responders can be 

aware of many details they would not have known 

previously, and now fire crews can arrive at a house fire 

knowing how many people live in the home and the 

location of bedrooms, EMS can be advised of allergies 

or specific medical conditions and police can have the 

photo of a missing child in seconds rather than minutes 

or hours. 

 

To sign up go to www.smart911.com and click on ―sign 

up‖ today. 

Brian Newcomb—Chief of Police, Anthony Jobes, and 

Karen Snider—City Clerk 

SWEARING IN NEW  

POLICE OFFICER 

mailto:b.newcomb@caropolice.org
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smart911.com%2F&h=gAQF1GnUAAQHgvnWq3Zpu0XHaPmzXepCCgpo_hHf83iX4Jw&enc=AZMjiy1l2eO-AJKpN3NIqTgdcGYWyjmqUZ23IDdw8aQJm417sgpixVApPUo7GLzlNsBGh6O0zgA_n-rQc8BfkRJiMFx83nquu9ddhmNuJ3Hglc2xE6mcc-1nArzabkHrzRdtQ_O2Ro9lfD
http://www.smart911.com


5 

 

Council July 5 & July 18 7:30 p.m. 

 Aug 1 & Aug 15 7:30 p.m. 

 Sept 6 & Sept 19 7:30 p.m. 

   

Planning July 12 & July 26 7:00 p.m. 

 Aug 9 & Aug 23 7:00 p.m. 

 Sept 13 & Sept 27  7:00 p.m. 

   

DDA July 13 Noon 

 Aug 10 Noon 

 Sept 14 Noon 

   

Historical July 27 6:30 p.m. 

 Aug 24 6:30 p.m. 

 Sept 28 6:30 p.m. 

   

Parks & Rec July 21 7:00 p.m. 

 Aug 18 7:00 p.m. 

 Sept 15 7:00 p.m. 

   

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

CARO FIRE DEPARTMENT  

BY CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

CODE ENFORCEMENT  

BY CHIEF RANDY HECKROTH  

Summer is approaching fast, and is a 

good time for everyone to look 

around his or her property for items 

that need to be removed or repaired. 

This is just a friendly reminder that 

the City of Caro does enforce blight 

issues. Listed below are some of the 

things you need to address as the weather gets 

favorable. 

 

 City ordinance does not allow any vehicle on a 

property, unless it has current plates and is in 

running order. 

 Lawn mowing is a requirement, and grass must 

not be allowed to exceed a height of over 8 

inches. Included in the ordinance is the trimming 

and up keep of shrubs and trees. 

 Structure repairs should be done to keep it in 

good condition. 

 

The items mentioned are just some of the Cities 

ordinances that are in place to help keep our City clean 

and beautiful, year round. Please contact my office for 

any question and for a free copy of the ordinance, or 

you may go online to the City of Caro’s website for a 

full listing.  

 

In the event you should receive a notice from this office, 

please follow the instructions and please keep in mind, 

that it is never the intention of this office to insult any 

property owner for any situation that may be found on 

their property. It is my purpose to educate the residents 

of the City of Caro of the blight ordinances and work 

with them to help keep our City clean and blight free. 

The Blight Officer is aware that in some situations, the 

time set may not be sufficient to accomplice the task. It 

is therefore imperative that you contact my office to 

acquire; if so allowed, an extension of time.  

Along with all these events sometimes come situations of 

safety concerns. Please note some things that can help 

avoid seeing a Fire truck pull into your driveway. 

 

For any fireworks, please consult your local ordinances 

for legal types in your area. Never allow any discharge 

without complete adult supervision. Know what you are 

letting off, the wind direction and the possible hazards.  

 

Please note all rules for campfires of any size for your 

address. When having a fire within the city limits of Caro, 

the rules are different for that of a rural location. Always 

extinguish the fire when you are done, never leave it 

unattended. State and local laws only allow the burning of 

tree logs, no garbage and nothing that contains anything 

of building construction material.  

 

When grilling make sure to have a fire extinguisher ready 

and available, and keep the grill away from any structure.  

 

Family picnics are fun and a great way to experience the 

Michigan outdoors. However, most involve going to an 

unfamiliar location. Before going take a moment to go 

online and research the possible picnic area. Know where 

there may be dangerous water locations, and heavily 

wooded areas that could lead to a child being lost or 

drowning.  

 

Never hesitate to call 911. We are more than willing to 

come and investigate a situation, no matter the time of day 

or night. The Caro Fire Department is on call 24 hours a 

day, 365 days a year. Have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

For all Fire related questions and burn permits, please 

contact the Fire  Chief at 989-673-2002. 

With summer approaching fast here in 

Michigan, everyone will be out 

enjoying the warm temperatures. There 

will be grilling, family picnics, 

fireworks and  campfires.  
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The Caro Roadhouse Museum has just completed our first 

two events of the 2016 season with open houses honoring 

the artistry of Gladys Galloway and her talented students 

in April and a tribute to the soldiers of the Korean War 

Era in May. Both events received positive comments from 

visitors, who asked if we could extend the event beyond 

our usual two-day open house. Many of your neighbors 

contributed their time, talent, and memorabilia to these 

events, which enhances the hometown impact we always 

strive for.  

 

We are now busily preparing for our next scheduled event 

in late August, exact date to be determined, displaying the 

history of both school and extra-curricular sports in the 

Caro Area.  For this event, we will open the Heritage Hall 

building at the Tuscola County Fairgrounds and merge our 

collectibles with those already present.  For the past many 

years Bob Nowland has maintained Heritage Hall and 

opened it for viewing on request.  We are very pleased to 

be teaming up with him for this important show and look 

forward to YOU loaning the Caro Roadhouse Museum 

collectibles from your ―glory days‖ as a Caro High School 

athlete, summer softball player, cheerleader, etc.  The 

Caro Roadhouse Museum WILL NOT be open during this 

event, as we intend on displaying all of the sports 

memorabilia at one spot, Heritage Hall at the Tuscola 

County Fairgrounds.  

 

October 7 & 8, the Caro Roadhouse Museum will be open 

for a display of kitchen collectibles. Many people have 

suggested this event, as well as, the August athletic event, 

so it should be a lot of fun to walk down memory lane and 

see what’s been cookin’ for the last several decades. 

 

If you have anything to contribute to either of these open 

houses, please, contact Gail at: 989-673-5389 or leave a 

message at the Caro Municipal Building: 989-673-7671. 

We also keep updates on our Facebook page: Caro 

 

 

 Roadhouse Museum, and you can join to get updates 

of upcoming events and view pictures of previous 

events. Remember, as always, admission to museum 

events is free, and the public is welcome to attend.  The 

museum is wheelchair accessible, as is Heritage Hall. 

All items loaned to the Caro Roadhouse Museum to 

share with the public during our open houses are 

returned to the owner at the end of the event. 

CARO ROADHOUSE MUSEUM  

BY GAIL LESOSKI  

It is with special privilege that the City of Caro thanks 

Ronald Suranye  for his exceptional dedication as a Police 

Officer to the City of Caro.  For 31 years, Officer Suranye 

worked with diligence and integrity as an important team 

member of the Caro Police Department, helping to ensure 

the safety and welfare to not only the residents of the City 

of Caro but to each and every person that he comes in 

contact. Officer Suranye began employment as a part-time 

officer in January 1985 and went to full-time status in 

March 1989.  

 

Over the years, Officer Suranye had performed criminal & 

traffic investigations, traffic patrol, assisting motorists, 

crime prevention and education, arresting violators of 

State and local laws, answering citizen questions, assisting 

other Departments and Agencies, court testimony and 

preparation of cases for court and many more.   His 

wisdom and initiative have certainly had an impact upon 

the success of the Caro Police Department, and lives of 

countless citizens. In addition to the numerous awards and 

commendations received by Officer Suranye, one that 

stands out is September 23, 2000 he was honored for his 

role in an incident in which he continuously performed 

CPR on a victim of a heart attack until an ambulance 

arrived and took over.   

 

May both, Officer Suranye and his wife Teresa know our 

admiration and warmest wishes for not only his years of 

service but the support and understanding from his wife to 

help make him a success.      

RETIREMENT OF OFFICER 

RONALD SURANYE  

Brian Newcomb—Chief of Police, Anthony Jobes, 

Michael Mitin, Ron Suranye, Michael Fowler, Paul Strasz 
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THE CARO GARDEN CLUB  

The City has recently been getting 

complaints of dog owners not doing 

their baggie thing for their pet’s poop 

when the dogs decide to relieve 

themselves in our community green 

spaces and sidewalks. It is important 

to remember that many people use our 

parks and walkways and for pet 

owners to knowingly ignore their responsibility to 

clean up after their pets is irresponsible. Hopefully 

this practice of letting others worry about your pets 

poop will be self-correcting. Of course if necessary 

the City can take a more aggressive approach to the 

problem, but we are hoping for pet owners to correct 

the problem on their own. So please scoop the poop 

so others can enjoy our green spaces too.  

THE SCOOP ON POOP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives of Caro Garden Club are   

 to stimulate the knowledge and care of our 

environment; 

 to encourage love of gardening  

 to contribute to community beautification; 

 to develop the artistic use of flowers;   

 to aid in the conservation of soil and water; native trees 

and plants;  

 to support the preservation of birds, butterflies and bees;  

 and to promote a helpful spirit of community 

fellowship. 

 

The programs for the 2016-2017 year include: 

 

 July 27, 2016     The cultivation of Lemon Trees in Italy 

to create a specialty drink called ―Limoncello‖ 

 Aug. 31, 2016 Korean Style Flower Arranging 

―Ekebona‖ 

 Sept.  10, 2016 Special Event: ―Dedication of Blue 

Star Memorial‖ 

 Sept. 28, 2016 ―The importance of Biodiversity in 

Michigan‖ 

 Oct. 26, 2016  ―Herbs and Spices, using homemade 

techniques‖ 

 Nov. 16, 2016 ―Rain Water Gardens‖ 

 Dec.  7, 2016 ―Holiday Music by ―Finnegans Cross‖ 

 Jan. 25, 2017―Yellow Jug Program‖ Safe Recycling of 

Prescription Drugs 

 March 29, 2017 ―Thumb Quilt Trail‖ Photographic 

History 

 April 26, 2017 ―Hydrangeas‖ the Ultimate Bloom 

 May 24, 2017 Planting of our community Gardens 

 

Our meetings are held on Wednesdays at private homes 

beginning with a luncheon followed by the topic presentation. 

We welcome people who share our interest and we have an 

open membership policy. Please contact us, so we can 

welcome you. 

MariAnn Saenen at 386-872-1536 

Kathy Sauber 989-673-7691 

Peter Diller 989-672-0714 

 
City offices will be closed 

on  

July 4, 2016  

in observance of  

Independence Day. 

MUSIC IN THE PARK 
 

FREE ADMISSION FOR EVERYONE 

 

Come enjoy the talents of 

musical performers at 

Atwood Park (downtown) 

every Thursday, July 

through August. Show 

begins at 6:30 p.m. and are 

free to everyone!  

 

July 7 Finnigan’s Cross 

July 14 The Sun Shiners 

July 21 The Windfall Band 

July 28 John Timko 

Aug 4 Bob and Theresa Lamrock 

Aug 11 Carry It On Band 

Aug 18 Eclectic Junction 

Aug 25 The Sunshine String Band  


