
                               CARO CHARTER COMMISSION 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
                                 Richard Ransford, Chair. Al Jones, Vice-Chair. Don Duggar, Clerk 
 
                                         Members Thomas Baird, Wm Bortel, Kerwood Crutchfield,                                                           
                                                     Joe Greene, Debra Lung-Lipan, David Mattlin 

 

The meeting of the Caro Charter Commission was called to order by Commission Chair 

Richard Ransford at 12 noon on December 15 2008 at the Caro Municipal Building 317 S 

State St Caro MI 48723. 

 

In attendance were Richard Ransford, Al Jones, Don Duggar, Thomas Baird, Wm Bortel, 

Kerwood Crutchfield, Joe Greene, and Debra Lung-Lipan. Also in attendance were Caro 

Manager Don Beavers and Clerk Karen Snider. 

 

Excused absence: David Mattlin 

 

Greene/Baird move to approve the minutes of the December 8 2008 meeting with the 

following corrections and additions:  

 

Correct the start time to 11:00 A.M. and the end time to 5:00 P.M. of the meeting. Motion 

carried. 

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 11 of the Chelsea charter regarding Special Assessment. 

On Sec. 11.2h change the text “affirmative vote of seven (7) members of the council” in 

the last sentence to the “affirmative vote of six (6) members of the council”. On Sec. 11.7 

change the text in the first sentence from “not less than two-thirds (2/3) members of 

council” to “five (5) members of the council”. In Sec.11.9d change the text in the first 

sentence from “all dead and diseased trees” to “all dead or diseased trees” Jones/Lipan 

move to approve the text of Chapter 11 with the above noted changes. Motion carried. 

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 12 of the Chelsea charter. Delete section 12.1i “Budget 

Bonds” and renumber the remaining subsections. On Sec.12.4 remove the plural “funds” 

to the singular “fund”.  Chapter 12 is approved by consensus with the above changes. 

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 13 of the Chelsea charter. In Sec 13.3 Limitations on 

Contractual Power, delete subsections “a”. Upon further discussion it was decided to also 

delete subsections “b” and “c”. Lipan/Bortel move to delete subsections “b” and “c” in 

addition to subsection “a”. Motion carried.  

 

Jones/Lipan move to change the term “Purchasing Officer” in Sec 13.4 to “Authorized 

Individual” in this section or any other section where the term Purchasing Officer is used. 

Motion carried 

 

Crutchfield/Jones move to postpone further discussion on Sec 13.5 of the Chelsea charter 

“Installment Contracts”; also to change the title of Sec 13.6 to “Restriction on Powers to 



Sell or Lease Property”; also to postpone discussion on the second paragraph of Sec 13.6 

until we get advice from Consultant Beach regarding “transfer of agreements without 

referendum” in said section, and also to delete Sec 13.7. Motion carried 

 

All other sections of Chapter 13 of the Chelsea charter was agreed to by consensus 

including the above noted changes.  

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 14 of the Chelsea charter. After discussion the entire 

chapter was agreed to by consensus. 

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 15 of the Chelsea charter. After discussion of Sec 

15.12s, Crutchfield/Jones move to delete the words “including those” and the last part of 

the sentence to read “all relationships arising from adoption.” Motion carried. 

 

Discussion followed on Chapter 16 of the Chelsea charter. In Sec 16.6a the subject of 

minimum and maximum number of signatures to a nomination petition was postponed 

until later. In Sec 16.10, change the day “First Tuesday” to “First Monday”. Chapter 16 

was adopted by consensus with the above mentioned changes. 

 

This constitutes the first reading of the draft charter for the City of Caro and the second 

reading for Chapters 1 through 7. 

 

The Commission would like to have the final draft ready to send to the Attorney General 

by early March 2009 and to have a September 2009 Charter Election.  

 

Crutchfield/Baird move to adjourn at 5:05 P.M. 

 

The next meeting of the Charter Commission will be January 6, 2009 at 5 P.M. 
 

Respectively submitted 

 

 

Don Duggar 

Clerk of the Charter Commission 


