
                               CARO CHARTER COMMISSION 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
                                 Richard Ransford, Chair. Al Jones, Vice-Chair. Don Duggar, Clerk 
 
                                         Members Thomas Baird, Wm Bortel, Kerwood Crutchfield,                                                           
                                                     Joe Greene, Debra Lung-Lipan, David Mattlin 

 

The meeting of the Caro Charter Commission was called to order by Commission Chair 

Richard Ransford at 4:01 P.M. on February 2 2009 at the Caro Municipal Building 317 S 

State St Caro MI 48723. 

 

In attendance were Richard Ransford, Joe Greene, David Mattlin, Don Duggar,  

Tom Baird, Kerwood Crutchfield and Debra Lung-Lipan. Also in attendance were Caro 

Clerk Karen Snider and Village Manager Don Beavers.  

 

Excused absence: Wm Bortel and Al Jones. 

 

Baird/Mattlin move to approve the minutes of the January 22 2008 meeting with the 

following changes: Motion carried. 

 

7.12 after the last line in the first paragraph add the words “the planning and zoning 

administrator”. 

 

7.10 (d) in the first line change the word “or” to “and/or” and in the last line change the 

word “and” to “a” 

 

Add the word “City” in the index Section 7.6, 7.7 and 7.8 

 

Discussion followed on Chapters 1 through 16 with the following changes agreed to by 

consensus; 

 

Sec 5.1 (b) Rewrite the first sentence to the following; “No person in default to the city 

shall be eligible for any elective or appointive position.” 

 

Sec 5.1 (d) replace the word “their” with “his or her” in the last line. 

 

Sec 7.3 (c) replace the last sentence with the following; “The council shall appoint him or 

her on the basis of education, ability, training and experience.” 

 

Sec 7.9 (a) add the word “education” in the list of qualifications required 

 

Former Caro Village Trustee Henry Knier appeared and made several comments. He has 

reviewed the current draft charter and has other comments in electronic form. The 

commission agreed to accept his comments electronically for study. 

 

Sec 7.8 (a) Sec 7.3 (c) replace the last sentence with the following; “The council shall 

appoint him or her on the basis of proper certification by the state assessor’s board,  

ability, training and experience.” 



 

Sec 7.10 (d) replace the section with the following; “The city manager shall appoint the 

police and/or fire chief on the basis of education, ability, training and experience with a 

compensation package approved by the council.” 

 

Sec 7.12 replace the second sentence in the first paragraph with the following; “The city 

manager shall appoint him or her on the basis of education, ability, training and 

experience with a compensation package approved by the council.” 

 

Sec 8.4 (a) delete the words “to be done” in the first sentence. 

 

Sec 10.8 (c) delete the last part of the last sentence beginning with “no change of the 

status…” and replace with the following; “the board of review shall consider no change 

of said property after said day.” 

 

Sec 15.12 (l) strike the letter “s” from the word “denotes). 

 

Sec 15.12 (r) change the word “a” to “any” in the first part of the first sentence. 

 

Sec 16.2 replace the last sentence with the following; “The Charter Commission shall 

conduct the election, provided that the Charter Commission may delegate such 

responsibilities, as it deems proper to the village clerk and other local officials.   

 

Sec 6.7 (c) delete the last part of the last sentence beginning with “under Act 317…” and 

replace with the words “by law.” 

 

Several typographical, punctuation and syntax changes were made throughout Chapters 1 

through 16 including many capitalized words to lower case words and adding the word 

“city” to all city officials where appropriate.  

 

The charter commission hopes to have a hard copy of the draft charter ready for public 

review on 2/9/09 and conduct a public hearing on 2/23/09. The date of the election is still 

undetermined. 

 

Greene/Mattlin move to adjourn at 5:45 P.M. 

 

Respectively submitted 

 

 

Don Duggar 

Clerk of the Charter Commission 


