
                               CARO CHARTER COMMISSION 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
                                 Richard Ransford, Chair. Al Jones, Vice-Chair. Don Duggar, Clerk 
 
                                         Members Thomas Baird, Wm Bortel, Kerwood Crutchfield,                                                           
                                                     Joe Greene, Debra Lung-Lipan, David Mattlin 

 

The meeting of the Caro Charter Commission was called to order by Commission Chair 

Richard Ransford at 5:07 P.M. on January 22 2009 at the Caro Municipal Building 317 S 

State St Caro MI 48723. 

 

In attendance were Richard Ransford, Joe Greene, David Mattlin, Don Duggar, Kerwood 

Crutchfield, and Debra Lung-Lipan. Also in attendance were Caro Clerk Karen Snider 

and Village President Tom Striffler. 

 

Excused absence: Wm Bortel, Al Jones and Thomas Baird. 

 

Lipan/Greene move to approve the minutes of the January 14 2008 meeting with the 

following change: Change the statement that the Charter Commission discussed Chapters 

1 through 8, to the Charter Commission discussed Chapters 1 through 9. 

 

Several typographical and syntax changes were made throughout Chapters 10 through 16 

including many capitalized words to lower case words. 

 

Discussion followed on the draft Caro City Charter Chapters 10 through 16 with the 

following changes or additions:  

 

Sec 9.7 (e) was discussed again at length. President Striffler gave a statement regarding 

this section and left the meeting. Crutchfield/Mattlin moved to delete entire Sec 9.7 (e). 

Motion carried. Also the reference to MCL 141.47 in the last line of Sec 9.7 (d) needs to 

be checked that it is the accurate reference. 

 

Sec 10.7 (b) replace “by a vote of five (5) members of the council” in the third line with 

“by a majority vote of the council.” 

 

Sec 10.10 delete the phrase “placed in the post office not later than midnight of the last 

day of the first session” and replace with “as prescribed by statute.” 

 

Sec 10.14 (b) delete entire section and add the following to Sec 10.14 (a); “Sec 10.14 (a) 

(3) Complete other said tasks as required by law.” 

 

Sec 10.19 delete the last sentence. 

 

Sec 10.24 replace the text with the following; “No City Income Tax shall be levied 

without a majority vote of the electorate.” 

 



Sec 11.1 delete the word “make” in the first sentence and replace with the following; 

“determine the necessity of.” 

 

Sec 11.2 (h) change the number “seven (7)” in the last sentence to “six (6)” 

 

Sec 11.3 change the word “calendar year” at the end of the section to “fiscal year.” 

 

Sec 11.9 (d) delete entire Sec 11.9 (d) 

 

Sec 12.1 Keep the first sentence and delete the remainder of Sec 12.1 (a) through (j). 

 

Sec 12.3 include the following in the last sentence after words ‘unencumbered funds’; “as 

provided in this section, which use shall be...” 

 

Sec 12.6 delete the last sentence of Sec 12.6. 

 

Sec 12.8 delete the words “on it’s face” in the first line of the first sentence and delete the 

balance of the paragraph which begins; “All bonds or other evidences…” 

 

Sec 12.9 delete the entire Sec 12.9. 

 

Sec 13.1 (b) change the word “purchasing officer” to “purchasing agent” wherever it 

appears in this section. 

 

Sec 13.4 delete entire Sec 13.4 and renumber the remaining sections of Chapter 13. 

 

Sec 13.4 (old Sec 13.5) delete the word “deferred” in the third sentence. 

 

Sec 13.5 (old Sec 13.6) replace the first paragraph and replace with; “The city may not 

sell any park or cemetery or any part thereof except as permitted by law.” 

 

Sec 14.9 Insert the following in front of the first paragraph of Sec 14.9 “Unless otherwise 

preempted by state or federal law,” 

 

Sec 14.10 replace the words “at least fourteen (14) days” with “at least four (4) weeks. 

 

Sec 14.13 change the word “City” to “Village”. 

 

Sec 14.14 delete the rest of this section after the words “accordance with general law.” 

 

Sec15.12 (c) Replace the entire Sec 15.12 (c) with the following; “The word “person” 

may extend and be applied to an individual, partnership, corporation, association, other 

legal entities, or a combination of them.”  

 

Sec15.12 (f) delete the rest of this section after the words “members of the council” and 

add the following; members of the council “and administrative officers.” 



 

Delete Sec 15.12 (h) “Freeholder”, and replace with Sec 15.12 (h) “The word estoppel 

shall mean “as being estopped or prevented from denying or asserting something, on the 

ground that to do so contradicts what has already been admitted or denied, either 

explicitly in words or implicitly by actions” 

 

Sec 15.12 (j) add the words “and any amendments thereto” after the words ‘State of 

Michigan’.  

 

Sec 15.12 (s) delete the words “including those” after the words ‘all relationships’. 

 

Add Sec 15.12 (u) “The word “situs” shall mean where the property is treated as being 

located for legal purposes.” 

 

Add Sec 15.13 (v) “The word “cy pres.” shall mean “as near as possible" or "as near as 

may be." 

 

Sec 15.14 add the words “of Caro” after the word “Village” at the end of the first 

sentence. 

 

Sec 16.4 delete the words “for the County in which such city is located” after the words 

‘Tuscola County Clerk’ at the end of the first sentence. 

 

Sec 16.5 (a) delete the words “nor more than thirty (30) qualified and” after the words 

‘not less than fifteen (15)’. As to the last date to file petitions in this section for the office 

of mayor and city council, Village Clerk Snider will research this before the next 

meeting. Also discussion followed on the timing of the elections called for in Sec 16.5 as 

the date will depend on the approval of this proposed charter by the State of Michigan. 

Consultant Beach will be asked for input. 

 

Sec 16.9 change the first meeting of the council to the first “Monday” rather than the first 

“Tuesday” after the effective date of the charter. 

 

Crutchfield/Mattlin move to adjourn at 10:20 P.M. 

 

The next meeting of the Charter Commission will be January 28, 2009 at 4 P.M. at the 

Caro Village Hall. 

 

Respectively submitted 

 

 

Don Duggar 

Clerk of the Charter Commission 


