
CITY OF CARO REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 

  

Regular meeting called to order February 20, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Dick Pouliot  

  

Present: Mayor Dick Pouliot, Council Members: Mike Henry, Joe Greene, Rick Lipan, Charlotte 

Kish, Gordon Taggett 

 

Absent: Amanda Langmaid 

  

Others in Attendance: Brent D. Morgan – City Manager, Karen Snider – City Clerk/Treasurer, 

Police Chief Brian Newcomb, DPW Superintendent Charlie Sundblad and other guests.   

 

AGENDA APPROVAL: Moved by Kish, seconded by Greene to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/VISITORS:  None 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING: Proposed Medical Marihuana Ordinance – Moved by Lipan, 

seconded by Henry to open the public hearing on the proposed Ordinance to amend the 
City of Caro Zoning Ordinance to define and regulate Medical Marihuana Dispensaries.  
Motion carried.  Mayor Pouliot explained the proposed ordinance and how it came about.  He 

asked for public comments. 

 

Public Comments: 

 

Bob Wood – Sanford, MI 

Talked in opposition of ordinance.  The entire ordinance is discriminatory and more restrictive 

than bars and taverns.   

 

Rick Thompson – Warren, MI 

Thanked Council for being brave enough to try to adopt an ordinance; however he felt Council 

missed the mark on this ordinance.  What you are considering is unprecedented in terms of state 

regulations.  Council needs to stop thinking in basis of home-based business. 

 

Mike McShane – Ferndale, MI 

Spoke in opposition of the ordinance.  Felt he cured cancer with marihuana.  Explained what 

medical marihuana means to him. 

 

Tracy Allard – Unionville Road 

Spoke in opposition of the ordinance.  Claims that medical marihuana saved her life.  Asked 

Council to allow a dispensary in the City.  Stated she has to drive 45 minutes to buy her medicine 

right now.   

 

Bob Wood – Sanford, MI (Second request to talk) 



Talked about how medical marihuana helped lower the PSA number for an 81 year old man who 

had prostate cancer.  Discussed how Simpson oil helped him. 

 

Cheyenne Allard – Unionville Road 

Spoke in opposition of ordinance.  Stated she was here to support her mother.  She asked council 

to consider dispensaries.  She said that she was not saying marihuana was right for everyone.  She 

felt that people who need it should have a right to get it and should not have to drive 45 minutes 

away just to get marihuana.  When her mother gets back home she is exhausted. 

 

Heather Johnson – N. Colling Road  

Spoke in opposition of ordinance.  Stated that marihuana saved her life.  Feels ordinance is taking 

rights away from people. 

 

Robert Garner – Capac, MI 

Spoke in opposition of ordinance.  Treated for cancer.  Felt marihuana helped him. 

 

Debra Anstill – Port Huron, MI  

Spoke in opposition.  Compassion centers provide safe havens and would like council to consider 

making it in a store front in the City limits.  Asks Council to consider compassion centers. 

 

Ken Davidson – Peck, MI  

Spoke in opposition of ordinance.  Caretakers took his marihuana plants and won’t answer the 

phone.  He went to a Compassion Center and they take care of him. 

 

Pete Wood – Fairgrove, MI 

Spoke in opposition of ordinance.  He does not agree with anything in the ordinance.  The 

ordinance needs to be rewritten and re-thought. 

 

No further public comments.  Mayor Pouliot left the public hearing open and continued with the 

agenda. 

 

COMMUNICATION:  

Mayor Pouliot noted the communications.  The City Manager got a response from Mad Auto               

regarding the communication from the Blight Officer as to vehicles for sale.  Also, the Council 

will be having discussions regarding the drop in property tax values at budget time.             

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Minutes – Regular Council Minutes – February 6, 2012 
2. Invoices  
3. Department Reports 

a.   Police Report/2011 Annual Report & Monthly – Chief Brian Newcomb  
b. Fire Report – Chief Randall Heckroth   
c. Parks & Recreation – (Not available)  
d. DPW/Water Report – Charles Sundblad 
e. Blight Report – Jerry Thorp 
f. WWTP – Curtis Wells 



g. Municipal Parking Violations Bureau Report – Karen Snider 
 
Moved by Greene, seconded by Kish to approve the consent agenda including the invoices 
for payment as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA: (action required) 
  

1. Close Public Hearing – Proposed Medical Marihuana Ordinance – Moved by Kish, 
seconded by Greene to close the public hearing on the proposed Medical 
Marihuana Ordinance.   Motion carried.   

 
2. Decision on Public Hearing – Council did not take any action on the proposed 

ordinance.  Moved by Kish, seconded by Henry to extend the moratorium for six 
months.  Motion carried.    

 
3. Sherman Street Project – Moved by Henry, seconded by Taggett to award the 

construction engineering to Rowe Professional Services and execute a contract 
with them so the project can move forward and meet the deadlines.  Motion 
carried.  Carpenter gave an update on preparation of the application.  A traffic count 
will begin tomorrow.   

   
4. Set Public Hearing – CDBG Parking Lot Improvement Project – Moved by Henry, 

seconded by Kish to set a public hearing for March 5, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. to close 
out the CDBG Parking Lot Improvement Project MSC210028-DIG.  Motion 
carried.   

 

5. Request from Tuscola County Recycling – Moved by Taggett, seconded by Greene 
to thank the county for the opportunity to participate; however due to our 
contract with Richfield Entities the City declines the Tuscola County Recycling 
invitation at this time.  Motion carried.   

 

6. Request for Dues MML - Moved by Greene, seconded by Taggett to authorize 
payment to MML in the amount of $2,685 for MML Dues and Legal Defense 
Fund for 2011/12.  Motion carried. 

 

7. East Michigan Council of Governments – 2011/12 Membership – Moved by Kish, 
seconded by Lipan to approve the amount of $253.23 for 2011/12 appropriation 
to the East Michigan Council of Governments.  Motion carried.   

 

8. City Owned Property – Off Congress Street - Moved by Lipan, seconded by Kish to 
sell the landlocked property located off of Congress Street to Peggy J. Harris for 
the amount of $25 and authorize the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to sell 
the property for this amount subject to the property being combined with the 
283 W. Congress Street Property.  Motion carried.   

 

ITEMS PENDING/TABLED:   
1. None    

 



COMMITTEE/LIAISON POSITION REPORTS: 
1. Parks & Recreation – Two bids were received for the Parks & Recreation programs 

and both bidders will be invited back on March 1, 2012 by the Parks & Recreation 
Committee to clarify items.  Moved by Taggett, seconded by Greene to accept the 
recommendation from the Parks & Recreation Committee to appoint Jeff Molby 
to the Parks & Recreation Committee.  Motion carried. 

2. Spotlight – March 5, 2012 – Steve Erickson  
Taggett will get someone for the April 2 meeting. 

 
MANAGER COMMENTS:  

1. The City Manager reported that the property split regarding Lift Station #10 has to go 

to Almer Charter Township Board meeting on March 12, 2012.  If approved they will 

need to do a resolution. The Citizen of the Year is this Saturday.  Caro’s wrestling 

team is going to State and will be putting the paw prints up on the light poles.  An 

update was given on the DDA tax capture.  Fire Chief Randy Heckroth is doing great 

job.   

 

CLERK’S REPORT:    
1. Election – The clerk reminded everyone to get out and vote Tuesday, February 28, 

2012.  Poles open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.   

 

 

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr. Sheardy wanted to know if the City received the as 

built prints on the parking lot that was just completed.  Mike Carpenter from Rowe Professional 

Services will drop them off. 

 

Moved by Lipan, seconded by Henry to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried.   
 

Meeting adjourned. 

Karen J. Snider, City Clerk/Treasurer 


