
CITY OF CARO REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 

  

Regular meeting called to order December 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Dick Pouliot  

  

Present: Mayor Dick Pouliot, Council Members: Mike Henry, Joe Greene, Amanda Langmaid, 

Charlotte Kish, Gordon Taggett 

 

Absent: Rick Lipan 

  

Others in Attendance: Brent D. Morgan – City Manager, Karen Snider – City Clerk/Treasurer and 

other guests   

 

AGENDA APPROVAL: Moved by Kish, seconded by Greene to approve the agenda as 

submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/VISITORS:  Herb Sheardy had questions as to garbage rates, definition of 

commercial hand stop and questions on Water Treatment Agreement. 

 

COMMUNICATION:  

Mayor Pouliot noted the communications.           

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Minutes – Regular Council Minutes – December 5, 2011 
2. Personnel Minutes, December 9, 2011 
3. Finance Minutes – December 9, 2011 
4. Invoices  
5. Department Reports 

a.   Police Report – (Not available)  
b. Fire Report – Chief David Mattlin   
c. Parks & Recreation – (Not available)  
d. DPW/Water Report – Charles Sundblad 
e. Blight Report – Jerry Thorp 
f. WWTP – Curtis Wells 
g. Municipal Parking Violations Bureau Report – Karen Snider 

 
Moved by Kish, seconded by Langmaid to approve the consent agenda including the 
invoices for payment as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA: (action required) 
  

1. Committee/Commission Appointments – Moved by Greene, seconded by Kish to 
accept the reappointments and fill the following vacancies: Historical – 
reappoint Gail Lesoski and Laureen Joslin to terms ending 11-2014 and fill the 
vacancy with Barbara Jenshak with her term ending 11-2013; DDA/Brownfield 
Authority – reappoint Rick Lipan and Tom Bardwell with terms ending 11-
2015; Parks & Recreation – reappoint Mark Ransford, Charles Sundblad and 
Conni Sharp terms ending 11-2014; Planning Commission – reappoint Bill 
Bortel and Michael Laethem with terms ending 11-2014 and appoint Brian 
Rickwalt to the vacancy ending 11-2014 and Elinor Moyer to the vacancy ending 



11-2012; and Zoning Board of Appeals – reappoint Debra Lipan and Bob Reed 
with terms ending 11-2014.   Motion carried.   

 
2. Meeting Schedule – Moved by Langmaid, seconded by Kish to approve the 2012 

Schedule of Meeting dates as presented.   Motion carried.    
 
3. Request for Fireworks Caro 150 Winter Fest – Moved by Langmaid, seconded by 

Henry to approve the request for fireworks for the Caro 150 Winter Fest for 
January 21, 2012 with a rain date of January 22, 2012.  Motion carried. 

   
4. Code of Ordinances for Codification – Moved by Langmaid, seconded by Kish to 

set a public hearing on the proposed Ordinance #440, An Ordinance adopting 
and enacting a new code for the City of Caro for January 3, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.  
Motion carried.   

 

5. Fire Chief Part-Time Position Wages – Moved by Greene, seconded by Langmaid 
to accept the recommendation from Personnel to pay the part-time fire chief 
position $12 per hour up to 30 hours per pay plus a vehicle.  Motion carried.   

 

6. Extension of Fire Chief Contract – Moved by Greene, seconded by Langmaid to 
approve the recommendation from the Personnel Committee to offer Chief 
Mattlin an extension of his employment contract up to 30 days for both fire and 
zoning at his present rate.  Motion carried. 

 
7. Zoning Recommendation – Discussion as to the need to expedite permits and having a 

process that is accessible to the public.  Moved by Taggett, seconded by Greene to 
authorize the City Manager to appoint SCMCCI as the Zoning Administrator 
for the City of Caro and allow them to collect the fees associated with the 
applications and permits to become effective February 1, 2012.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Water Treatment Agreement – Moved by Henry, seconded by Kish to approve the 
Water Treatment Agreement between the City of Caro and Michigan Ethanol 
LLC (doing business a POET) as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

9. City owned property off Congress - Moved by Taggett seconded by Greene to 
approve the recommendation from Finance Committee to authorize the City 
Administration to bid out the property located at Congress Street to property 
owners contingent to the property being contiguous to the property and that the 
sale be subject to Council approval and adoption of an ordinance for sale of 
property.  Motion carried.   

 

10. City owned Property Off Meek Street – Moved by Henry seconded by Kish to 
approve the recommendation from Finance Committee to authorize City 
Administration to offer the property on Meek Street to the adjacent property 
owner (2900) to be combined with his parent parcel for $1 contingent upon 
adoption of an ordinance for sale of property.  Motion carried. 

 

11. Garbage Rate Increase – Moved by Henry, seconded by Kish to accept the 
recommendation of the Finance Committee to approve the residential rate 
increase to $11.10 per residence per month and increase the commercial fee by 



2% rounded per month to take effect January 1, 2012; however be reflected on 
the February utility bill.  Motion carried. 

 

ITEMS PENDING/TABLED:   
1. None    

 
COMMITTEE/LIAISON POSITION REPORTS: 

1. Parks & Recreation Committee – Langmaid handed out the minutes dated December 
15, 2011 and reviewed the information with Council.  Council will need to set a 
meeting at the January 3 Council meeting to discuss an RFP.  

 
MANAGER COMMENTS:  

1. The City Manager reported that the closing took place on the DDA building today.  

He thanked all council members that attended the committee meetings.  Some 

members of the Historical Commission would like to see the Roadhouse stay open in 

the winter.  The manager had discussions with Martin Electric regarding some 

additional wiring at the Roadhouse.   

 

Council questioned when they would be getting a report on the videotaping done regarding the 

sewers and hoped it would be by the January 16
th
 meeting.  Also, staff needs to identify by spring 

what streets need milled and repaved and there needs to be a large focus on infrastructure.  

Council asked for an update on Lift Station 10.  The manager reported that Attorney Crews has 

to do some work before the agreement can be executed.   

  

CLERK’S REPORT:    
1. The clerk stated that the City office will be closed from noon until 1 p.m. December 

20th for an employee luncheon.   

 

Moved by Langmaid, seconded by Kish to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  Motion 
carried.   
 

Meeting adjourned. 

Karen J. Snider, City Clerk/Treasurer 


