
CITY OF CARO REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 
  
Regular meeting called to order February 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Thomas K. Striffler 
  
Present: City Mayor Thomas K. Striffler, City Council: Dick Pouliot, Joe Greene, Mike Henry, 
Rick Lipan, Amanda Langmaid, Charlotte Kish 
 
Absent: None 
 
Others in Attendance:  Donald Beavers – City Manager, Karen Snider – City Clerk/Treasurer, 
Charles Sundblad – DPW Superintendent, Brian Newcomb – Police Chief and other guests   
 

AGENDA APPROVAL: Moved by Pouliot, seconded by Henry to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/VISITORS – Gordon Taggett thanked the Council for their prompt 
response to his requests.  
 
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT – Edward Jones Investments – Joe Zaiter – Edward Jones Investments 
is located at 429 N. State Street, Caro.  The company helps individuals meet their financial 
needs.   
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Striffler noted the communications.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Minutes – Council  - January 18, 2010 and Special Minutes January 25, 2010 
2. Policy – January 18, 2010 
3. Invoices  

 
Moved by Greene, seconded by Langmaid to approve the consent agenda including the 
invoices as presented.  Motion carried.  
 
REGULAR AGENDA: (action required) 
 

1. Set Public Hearing – Parks & Recreation Plan – Moved by Kish, seconded by 
Henry to set a public hearing for March 1, 2010 at 7:30 pm. for the Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan.  Motion carried.  The proposed Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan will be available at the library, clerk’s office and on the City web. 
 

2. Cell Phone Bids –Moved by Langmaid, seconded by Greene to approve going 
with Sprint/Nextel for a monthly fee of $479.99 with $0.99 cents per cell phone.  
Motion carried.   

 
3. Action Regarding Assessing Items – Moved by Pouliot, seconded by Langmaid to 

allow Board of Review appeals by City residents by letter.  Motion carried.  
Moved by Greene, seconded by Kish to set the Board of Review March 1 meeting 
to begin at 9:00 a.m.  Motion carried.    Moved by Kish, seconded by Henry to 
set the second session of the Board of Review for March 15, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and March 16, 2010 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.  Motion carried. 



 
4. Speed Net Lease – Moved by Langmaid, seconded by Greene to table the 

SpeedNet Lease for further investigation by Administration. 1 abstention 
(Lipan). Motion carried.   

 
5. Resolution from City Planning Commission – Concrete Plant – Tom Cavanaugh, 

Manager of The Rock Redi-Mix, was present to answer questions.  Moved by 
Pouliot, seconded by Greene to accept the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission to approve the City of Caro Resolution that designates that the 
concrete plant is a permitted use in the I-2 zoning district.  Roll Call Vote: 7 yes, 
0 No.  Motion carried. 

 
6. Well #7 – The pump and motor extraction of Well #7 has been completed.  The 

inspection has shown that the potential exists where the electrical system had not been 
installed corrected.  The leads from the pump and wire coming down from the source 
are both burned at the connection point.  Moved by Pouliot, seconded by Henry to 
hire Peerless-Midwest to rewire the pump for Well #7 in the amount of $2,300.  1 
no (Lipan).  Motion carried.  It is the consensus of the Council to direct the City 
Manager and staff to investigate the cause of the failure and if necessary, get a third 
party involved in analyzing and report back to Council.   

 
7. CDBG – Notice of Intent – ICE – There is a February 22 deadline for the application.  

Moved by Henry, seconded by Greene to authorize the City Manager to file the 
CDBG Notice of Intent for the ICE application for the Ultra Violet system with a 
10% local match.  Motion carried.   

 
8. Manager Search Update – Moved by Greene, seconded by Langmaid to authorize 

advertising the City Manager position with Crain’s, The Tuscola County 
Advertiser, Saginaw News and postings for SVSU and CMU.  Motion carried. 

 
ITEMS PENDING/TABLED:   

1. HRC Invoices #0106746 & #0106747 – Motion by Henry, seconded by Kish to 
approve payment of $906.60 to HRC for the Change Order #7 portion of the 
bill.  Motion carried.  The manager will set up a meeting with HRC. 

 
COMMITTEE/LIAISON POSITION REPORTS: 

1. Historical Commission – Kish gave an update.  City staff needs to get a revised 
estimate for leveling the floor. The Commission inquired as to using the 
sesquicentennial  money for leveling the floor.  This should be addressed at 
budget time.  Clerk will check into balance of sesquicentennial account. 

2. Planning Commission – Greene reported that on February 9 there is a public 
hearing on the three properties that came into the City.  They are working on a 
draft ordinance for the Planning Commission.   

3. Parks & Recreation – Mayor Striffler reported that the focus of the meeting was 
on updating the master plan.  Reported on joint programming with other 
communities i.e. bus trips.  There was a presentation regarding the Cass River 
Greenway Project.   

4. Finance – February 11, 2010 at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Striffler reported that Tuscola Cty EDC and Tuscola Enterprise Facilitation project is 
hosting a community forum at the Caro High School on February 4 at 6 p.m.  It is open to the 



public, however encourages business owners and entrepreneurs.  Dr. Ernesto Sirolli is the guest 
speaker.  
Also received an invitation to Exchange Club celebrating 80 years of service in the Caro area to 
be held at the Caro Area District Library on  Feb 10 at 6:30. 
 
MANAGER COMMENTS: 

1. Received word that the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant was 
awarded.  It was applied for together by Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac Counties.  It will 
be administered by the County, however the City will get a portion of the grant money 
to retrofit lights in the downtown area along M-81.  The tank in alley was pumped out 
and filled with flowable fill. February 27 is the Citizen of the Year event at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall.  The Manager asked that the City participate in the 
purchase of a centerpiece.  The open house for the Hooper St project is Feb 3 from 5 
p.m. – 7 p.m.  The Manager attended the 1st dollar presentation for the new music 
store downtown.   

 

CLERK REPORT:   
1. Census Forms – Forms are provided by the US Census Bureau to put in the City 

Office in March for those who do not get forms in the mail.  It is important to 
encourage residents to return the forms.  It will save time and money if 
representatives do not have to go door to door. 

2. Charter Communications – Received the check for $13,910.71. 
3. Water/Sewer Rates Study – ATBD is working on the study and hopefully will be 

available for the February 11 Finance meeting. 
 

Langmaid moved, seconded by Lipan to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m.  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Karen J. Snider, City Clerk 


