
CITY OF CARO REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES 
  
Regular meeting called to order December 20, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Thomas Striffler  
  
Present: Mayor Thomas Striffler, Council Members Dick Pouliot, Rick Lipan, Amanda Langmaid 
(left at 9:15 p.m.), Mike Henry, Joe Greene, Charlotte Kish  
 
Absent: None 
  
Others in Attendance: Brent D. Morgan – City Manager, Karen Snider – City Clerk/Treasurer, 
Charlie Sundblad – DPW Superintendent and other guests   
 

AGENDA APPROVAL: Moved by Pouliot, seconded by Kish to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Debra Lipan, Monica LeValley, Jeff LeValley and Desiree Parrent spoke 
in support of the recommendation from the Parks & Recreation to allow alcohol in the parks.  
Herb Sheardy stated that he understood the Caro 150 issue to be attendance and felt that serious 
thought should be given and referred to the Zoning Commission.  
 
PRESENTATION – Recognition of Kenneth R. Ball, Jr. – City Council and City Manager 
Morgan recognized Kenneth R. Ball Jr. for his 38 years of dedicated service to the city.   
  
COMMUNICATION:  
Mayor Striffler noted the communications.             

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Minutes – Regular Council – December 6, 2010 
2. Finance Minutes – December 9, 2010 
3. Invoices  
4. Department Reports 

a.   Police Report – Chief Brian Newcomb  
b. Fire Report – Chief David Mattlin   
c. Parks & Recreation – (Unavailable)  
d. DPW/Water Report – Charles Sundblad 
e. Blight Report – Jerry Thorp 
f. WWTP – Curtis Wells 
g. Municipal Parking Violations Bureau Report – Karen Snider 

 
Moved by Greene, seconded by Langmaid to approve the consent agenda including the 
invoices for payment as presented.  Motion carried.  Concerns over the mutual aid numbers 
and what constitutes a mutual aid call.  Discussed the status of the ice rink and due to shortage of 
staff and recent weather it has not been a priority.  Also suggested the possibility of using 
volunteers for icing the rink.  
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA: (action required) 



  
1. Draft Ordinance #436 – Ordinance to Amend #348 – Moved by Langmaid, 

seconded by Lipan to set public hearing for January 3, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. for 
draft Ordinance #436 with the language only applying to Chippewa Landing, 
Fairgrounds and Bieth Park and have sent to the City Attorney to review.  Roll 
Call:  5 no 2 yes.  Motion failed.  Moved by Henry, seconded by Greene to refer 
to Policy Committee to draft rules and regulations and to have the manager take 
draft Ordinance #436 to City Attorney to add the designation of Chippewa, 
Fairgrounds and Bieth Parks.  Roll Call: 4 yes, 3 no.  Motion carried.  Policy 
scheduled for Tuesday, December 28, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
2. MDOT Slogan Sign Request – Moved by Henry, seconded by Kish to request two 

new slogan signs fabricated by MDOT by adding 2010 Boys Bowling Team with 
the City of Caro paying for the signs.  Motion carried.   

   
3. Spicer Engineering Hooper Street Payment – Recommendation from Finance - Moved 

by Pouliot, seconded by Henry to approve payment to Spicer in the total amount 
of $26,769.80 for the Hooper Street project less any payments already made and 
with the understanding that they will be paid in full and that a check will not be 
issued to Spicer until the project is completely finalized and all documents are 
received.  Motion carried. 

 
4. Snow Removal Bids – Moved by Pouliot, seconded by Kish to award the stand by 

Snow Removal to Jaster Construction.  Motion carried. 
 
ITEMS PENDING/TABLED:   

1. None    
 
COMMITTEE/LIAISON POSITION REPORTS: 

1. DDA – Approved paying for parking signs & materials 
2. Historical – Mason no longer on TACA committee so there is a vacant position.  The 

Historical Commission received word from the Tuscola County Community 
Foundation that they were awarded $500 from the Laethem Grant and $1,000 from 
the Janks Grant.   

3. Mayor Striffler received a letter from James R. Reed requesting that he be allowed to 
step down from the Thumb Area Airport Authority Board by Feb. 1, 2011.  Moved 
by Henry, seconded by Kish to appoint Joe Greene as interim to the Tuscola 
Area Airport Authority Board and direct the City Clerk to post the airport 
position and alternate to Zoning Board of Appeals in the newspaper.  Motion 
carried. 

 
MANAGER COMMENTS:  

1.   The Notice of Intent has been completed for the East Burnside Parking Lot project.  
Also, the Energy Efficient Grant energy audit has been completed. A special thank you 
goes to the DPW workers for the prompt and efficient snow removal job.  The City of 
Caro renewed their insurance with MMRMA.  As to a follow up at the intersection of 
State and Burnside, the manager ordered and received flyers from the MI Office of 



Highway Safety entitled Walk Wisely.  The flyers contain pedestrian safety tips when 
walking near traffic.    

 
CLERK’S REPORT:   

1. The Clerk gave a report on the changes to Council per diem pay. 
 

Moved by Henry, seconded by Kish to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 p.m.  Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Karen J. Snider, City Clerk/Treasurer 


